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This document is comprised of the three "Voices for Illinois 
Children" newsletter issues published during 1999. Voices for Illinois 
Children is a child advocacy group that works to make kids "count" in 
Illinois and to ensure that the basic needs of all children, families, and 
communities are met. These newsletter issues explore topics pertaining to ‘ 
childrearing and children's well-being. The winter 1999 issue includes 
articles that address: (1) the Start Early legislative agenda; (2) the "Who 

are the Children of Illinois?" conference and development of the Children's 
Charter; (3) child care accreditation; (4) welfare reform; (5) Illinois 
learning standards; (6) strengthening the child care licensing system; and 
(7) the National Association of Child Advocates. The summer 1999 issue 
includes articles on: (1) progress toward the Children's Charter; (2) "Start 

Early" parent materials; (3) the definition of commiinity; (4) preparing 
Chicago for the 21st century; (5) outreach efforts to help low- income 
families learn about key income support programs; (6) individual development 
accounts; and (7) legislative victories for the "Start Early" agenda. The 
fall 1999 issue includes articles on: (1) the "Start Early" conference and 
update on activities; (2) initiatives calling for investing tobacco 
settlement funds in commimity- driven initiatives to encourage children and 
youth to make good life choices; (3) the Illinois Family Partnership Network 
which helps parents develop a leading voice in Illinois; and (4) progress in 
the Charter for Illinois Children, including a copy of the charter. (KB) 
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start Early: Learning Begins at Birth 



A child’s earliest years lay the foundation for future suc- 
cess in school and life, and this foundation is even 
stronger when a child has a nurturing environment and 
adequate resources. Recognizing the importance of these 
early years, Voices for Illinois Children and a variety of 
organizations around the state support the Start Early: 
Learning Begins at Birth Legislative Agenda to help more 
Illinois families build a strong foundation and provide 
positive experiences for their children. 






Without support from families and communities, many new 
parents are unprepared for the challenge of raising children. 
Healthy Families Illinois is a voluntary program in which 
local family support workers visit new parents at home, and 
help to foster healthy parent-child relationships and connect 
families with vital community services. Studies show that 
voluntary home visiting helps improve child development 
and reduce child abuse and neglect. 

o Illinois should invest in new families and expand this 
highly successful program by $4.5 million. 



The foundation for learning is created in a child’s first years. 
While more than 35 percent of Illinois children are under age 
six, less than three percent of the Illinois State Board of 
Education budget goes to early childhood education. About 
30 percent of three and four-year-olds at risk of school failure 
are not served by state Pre-Kindergarten or Head Start, 
o To help all children access quality early education, Illinois 
must make a 20 percent increase in the ISBE’s Early 
Childhood Education Block Grant. 



Learning begins at birth, and parents are a child’s first 
teacher. Yet many low-income working parents are unable 
to stay at home during the crucial first year of a baby’s life 
and cannot afford high quality child care, 
o To enable those parents to care for their newborn at home 
for up to one year, Illinois should create a “First Year at 
Home” program that would provide a direct subsidy (in lieu 
of child care assistance) to families who qualify for die state’s 
subsidized child care program. (scc start eari/ on page 5) 




who Are the Children of Illinois? 
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Cornel West and Sylvia Ann Hewlett, 
authors of The War Against Parents, will deliver the 
conference keynote address on Thursday, February 18 at 5 p.m. 

The free presentation will be held at Northwestern University Law School. 



. n February, Voices for Illinois Children, the Children and Family 
Justice Center at Northwestern University Law School and dozens of 
statewide and community groups will gather organizations and indi- 
viduals from around the state for a three-day working conference enti- 
ded Who Are the Children of Illinois? ~ Building a Charter for the Future. 

Over 300 people are expected at the conference, which will take 
place February 18-20 at the Northwestern University Law School in 
Chicago. Participants in Who Are the Children of Illinois will work in 
teams exploring the unique place of children in our society, and exam- 
ining their needs, talents and expectations in six fundamental areas: 
health; education; safety; families; economic security; and art, recre- 
ation and culture. 

The conference builds on a similar meeting held in Kankakee in 
1898, in which leaders of Illinois government, clergy and charita- 
ble organizations came together to ask “Who Are the Children of 
the State?” 



One hundred years later, Wlw Are the Children of Illinois will draw on the backgrounds and expertise of many different 
erouDS concerned with children, including parents, educators, doctors, nurses, service providers, artists, clergy, policy 
^ rs and business and community leaders. (Scc r: on page 5) 
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A Column from Voices* President Jerome Stermer 

The more we learn about early brain development, the more we real- 
ize that high quality child care is essential to the learning that begins at 
birth. For many children, the quality of their child care is a major fac- 
tor in setting them on a course toward future success in school and life. 

However, once we start talking about quality child care, two impor- 
tant questions emerge. First, how do we measure quality? Second, how 
can we improve the quality of child care that is available in Illinois? 

One key to both those questions is accreditation - an important new 
strategy that is helping to improve the quality of child care centers and 
homes around the country. 

In a voluntary accreditation system, child care programs could pur- 
sue accreditation from one of several independent national organiza- 
tions, such as the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children and the National Association for Family Child Care. Those organizations 
review the programs, measure them against established national standards, and often 
show them how to make the improvements needed to earn accreditation. 

Accreditation enables child care centers and homes to compare themselves with 
the highest standards of quality, and gives them incentive to raise their programs to 
that high level. 

At the same time, accreditation provides families with a new way to measure the qual- 
ity of a child care center or home before their children are enrolled. Families will learn 
to seek the “seal of approval” of accrediting organizations, and this will only increase the 
incentive for programs to earn accreditation. Illinois’ current system of child care licens- 
ing doesn’t provide this important yardstick, because a license indicates that a center or 
home has met a certain standard of safety, not a standard of quality. 

It is clear that accreditation can help improve the quality of child care. It is just as clear 
that help is needed. Recent national studies found less than 10% of child care ~ whether 
in centers or homes - reaches a quality level that can be called educational. 

There are several steps Illinois can take to promote voluntary child care accreditation. 

One would be establishing a public-private partnership to help child care centers and 
homes earn accreditation. This partnership would provide grants to fund improvement 
plans, while also paying for consultants who could show programs how to gain and 
maintain accreditation. 

One model for such a partnership is the new Chicago Accreditation Project, in which 
the city and the McCormick Tribune Foundation have pledged $5 million each over the 
next five years. With support from other foundations, the partnership expects to raise 
$16 million and help hundreds of child care centers and homes earn accreditation. 

Another step Illinois should take is creating an enhanced child care subsidy rate for 
famihes that choose accredited programs. This enhanced rate would reward child care 
centers and homes for raising their standards, while also helping them maintain this new 
high level of care. For example, child care programs could use the increased income to 
help maintain a well-trained and well-compensated staff, which is one of the most impor- 
tant ingredients of quality care 

These two strategies would establish accreditation in Illinois, and give parents and 
communities a valuable yardstick by which to measure the quality of child care. At the 
same time, voluntary accreditation would raise the bar for all child care centers and 
homes, and go a long way toward improving the quality of care available. 

Voluntary accreditation has been tested in more than a dozen states. The time is right 
for Illinois to build on the experiences of those states/anoYake this important step 
toward quality. ^ 







start Early Gets 
National Audience 

More than a thousand of the nation’s leading clinicians, sci- 
entists and administrators who work with babies and tod- 
dlers witnessed the presentation of Voices’ Start Early: 
Learning Begins at Birth campaign during ZERO TO THREE’s 
National Training Institute in Washington, D.C. 

“We couldn’t have a better opportunity to present this cam- 
paign to a national audience focused on the crucial issues fac- 
ing babies and toddlers,” said Joan Vitale, Voices’ Start Early 
project director. “This was the ideal occasion to show others 
that we understand the importance of their brain research, 
and we are using it as the foundation for materials that can 
be implemented into existing parenting programs.” 

Start Early: Learning Begi?is at Birth is a multi-year, public 
education campaign focused on promoting new brain 
research and supporting new parents as they nurture the 
development of their child. The primary communications 
materials are an upbeat, contemporary video and an accom- 
panying parenting magazine tlmt Voices designed to help 
young, at-risk parents connect with key messages about how 
learning begins at birth. 

The campaign relays several messages to parents. One of 
the most important messages encourages parents to commu- 
nicate with their babies — by talking, singing, touching and 
playing — because it helps nurture brain development. 
Young parents also learn that it is o.k. to ask for help when 
they are in stressful or uncomfortable situations. In addition, 
the campaign reinforces the idea that parents should take 
time out for themselves. 

“Our presentation at the National Training Institute also 
clarified some of the misconceptions that this campaign was 
only about videos and magazines,” said Vitale. “One partici- 
pant said he had heard about portions of the campaign but 
had no idea how comprehensive the program was. It was 
great to talk with them about the many different components 
of this campaign, and our different strategies for connecting 
with young parents.” 

As a result of the presentation in D.C., ZERO TO THREE 
will highlight the Start Early materials in their national pub- 
lications. This will help Voices distribute materials and build 
awareness of the Start Early campaign nationally. 

Lx>cally, the campaign continues to develop new opportuni- 
ties as well. More than 500 people have received Start Early 
training and are now helping to communicate the Learning 
Begins at Bitth message to at-risk parents. In addition, the cam- 
paign was recendy presented to about 75 judges, state’s attor- 
neys, parent educators and child welfare workers at the Cook 
Countyjuvenile Court. The Start Early campaign has also built 
a strong presence in the Cradle to Classroom program, which 
is now in 40 high schools and eight hospitals in Chicago. 

Plans for the next stages of Start Early are underway. Voices 
recendy received funding from the Community Memorial 
Foundation in Hinsdale to bring the Start Early messages to 
DuPage County. In addition, we are optimistic about secur- 
ing support expanding the project into six communities 
throughout the state over the next two years. ^ 

— By Marjoiie Newman 

The Start Early: Learning Begins at Birth 

CAMPAIGN IS FUNDED WITH GENEROUS SUPPORT FROM 

THE McCormick Tribune foundation, Harris 

Foundation, Stone Family Foundation and 

COMMLwiTY Memorial Foundation. For more 

ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN, CONTACT JO AN 

V] Cr\J L 312) 516-5555. 




Kids Count 
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Welfare reform will have a significant impact on thousands of 
Illinois families, but the exact nature of that impact is still 
unclear. To mark the first year of welfare reform in Illinois, 
Voices for Illinois Children has released a new report examin- 
ing how the program is working, and looking at the early signs 
of its effects on children and families. 

The 1998 - 1999 Illinois Kids Count report shows that welfare 
caseloads decreased from 241,269 in October 1994 to 143,259 
in October 1998, but also examines how that decline does not 
give a complete picture of the impact of welfare reform. For 
example, while 23.6% of Illinois’ Temporary Assistance to 
Needy Families (TANF) case closings were due to increases in 
family income — through earnings or other means — many of 
these families are still economically unstable and in danger of 
returning to welfare. In addition, 680,000 Illinois children 
(about one in five) still live in poverty. 

“We need to recognize a primary goal of welfare reform is to 
increase economic security for families,” said Voices’ President 
Jerry Stermer. “Achieving economic security is not just about 
getting a job, it’s about putting all the pieces of a complex puz- 
zle together. One goal of the new Illinois Kids Count is to high- 
light some of those pieces.” 

For example, education and training are key components to a 
successful transition off welfare, because they provide and strength- 
en skills many individuals need to secure and maintain employ- 
ment. One of the largest barriers to employment is a lack of educa- 
tion and training. One of the “warning signs” highlighted in the 
Illinois Kids Count is that despite the importance of education and 
training, as of March 1998, only 40.6% of TANF recipients in 
Illinois had a high school diploma or GED. 

Another issue discussed in the report is the challenge of child 
care. Many low-income parents moving off welfare work dur- 
ing evening hours, which can create problems because only 
4.1% of child care centers (and 24% of child care homes) in 
Illinois offer evening care, (see putting it all together on page lo) 
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Illinois Voters 
Concerned About 
Education 



Several recent surveys — including an 
informal study conducted by Voices — 
show that Illinois voters view education 
as the most important issue for the 
state’s children. 

Voices surveyed nearly 200 participants 
in the Start Early Community Forums 
held throughout the state. Over 47% of 
the participants selected education as the 
top issue of concern over other choices 
such as child abuse and neglect, drugs, 
health care and moral values. 

“Throughout this survey, education and 
related issues — including public schools, child 
care and after-school programs — continue to 
come out on top,” said Jerry Stermer, president 
of Voices. “Illinois residents are concerned with 
the quality of education for their children, and 
that will impact the way they vote.” 

In the survey, which was conducted at vari- 
ous Start Early Community Forums last fall, 
participants also demonstrated their recogni- 
tion fo r the benefits of quality education, 
o When asked what program or service 
has helped children most in their com- 
munity, early education was the first 
choice with 38.1 % (public schools 
were the second choice with 28.1%). 




o When asked to choose the area where 
Illinois has done the most to solve 
problems for children, education was 
the first choice with 29%. 



Education was also the top issue in the 1998 
Annual Survey of Illinois Voters, conducted 
by the Coalition for Consumer Rights. 
Respondents ranked seventeen issues on a 
scale from one to ten, ten representing what 
they worry about most. Education in our pub- 
lic schools ranked first at 6.44. The issue that 
ranked second was financial security at retire- 
ment, at 6.10. ❖ 



— By Marjorie Newman 
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Illinois Leammg Standanis 



This spring, Illinois students will begin taking the new Illinois Standards 
Achievement Tests (ISAT) - the next step in a reform process developed around 
the Illinois Learning Standards. 

The Illinois Learning Standards were adopted last year by the Illinois State 
Board of Education (ISBE), working in collaboration with educators, parents, 
employers, working professionals and citizens from around the state. 

The standards oudine desired results in seven learning areas: 
o English/Language Arts (including reading, writing. 



speaking, listening and the study of literature) 

o Mathematics (including arithmetic, measurement, algebra, 
geometry, trigonometry, statistics, probability and other fields) 

° Science and Technology (including life sciences, physical science, and earth and 
space sciences, as well as issues of science, technology, and society) 

o Social Science (including anthropology, economics, 
geography, history, law, political science, and sociology) 

o Physical Development and Health 

o Fine Arts (including dance, drama, music, and visual arts) 

' Foreign Language 




The Illinois Learning Standards continue the reform process that began with 
the 34 State Goals for Learning adopted by Illinois in 1985. Building on 
those goals, the standards are designed to be more specific, and to commu- 
nicate to students, teachers and parents exactly what students are 
expected to learn. At the same time, the standards remain broad 
enough to allow for a variety of local approaches to teaching, cur- 
riculum, course design and assessment. 

According to the ISBE, the new tests are designed to focus on the spe- 
cific goals and benchmarks established within the Illinois Learning 
Standards. ‘The Illinois Learning Standards describe what students 
should know and be able to do as a result of attending Illinois public 
schools, so this is the type of information that is on the ISAT,” said 
Eunice Greer, ISBE’s division administrator for standards. 

The ISAT will begin this year with tests of reading, writing and math- 
ematics in grades 3, 5, 8 and 10. Other subject areas will be phased ir 
over the next few years, and eventually the ISAT will completel) 
replace the current standardized test, known as the Illinois Goak 
Assessment Program (IGAP). ^ 
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For more information on the Illinois Learning Standards, 

CHECK THE ISBE’S WEB SITE AT WWW.ISBE.STATE.IL.US. 
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Together, these participants will explore the 
ways that children are different from adults, 
and the notion that “childhood” is something 
sacred to be nurtured and preserved. 

“We have wanted to bring these groups 
together for many years,” said Jerry Stermer, 
president of Voices for Illinois Children. “At a 
time when many children begin elementary 
school unprepared to learn, too few children are 
exposed to the art and culture that help them 
develop, and parents struggle to find quality 
child care, the need for this interdisciplinary 
conference is clear. Children grow up physical- 
ly faster today, and technology exposes them to 
the adult world at a rapid pace. As a result, the 
very concept of childhood is in jeopardy” 

To set the tone for the conference. Cornel 
West and Sylvia Ann Hewlett, authors of The 
War Against Parents, will deliver a keynote 
address on Thursday, February 18 at 5:00 pm. 
Another scheduled speaker is teenager LeAlan 
Jones, co-producer of a series of award-win- 
ning National Public Radio reports document- 
ing life in Chicago’s public housing develop- 
ments and co-author of Our America: Life and 
Death on the South Side of Chicago, 

In addition, participants will spend most of 
the three days in small interdisciplinary teams, 
working to develop a comprehensive assess- 
ment of the responsibilities each segment of 
our society shares toward children. At the end 
of the conference, we will combine the efforts 
of each team to produce a Children's Charter 
that will unite parents, communities, profes- 
sionals and policy makers toward the goal of 
helping all children thrive and succeed. 

To lay the foundation for the conference and 
explore ideas that should be included in the 
Children's Charter; Voices hosted a series of pre- 
liminary community meetings around the state 
in January. Nearly 200 people attended those 
meetings - in Bloomington, Carterville, . 
Chicago and Rockford - to talk about the 
many different challenges facing children in 
their communities, and the role we all share in 
helping them meet those challenges. 

\^o Are the Children of Illinois is part of a 
year-long Children’s Court Centennial 
Commemoration, which marks the 100th 
anniversary of the establishment of the 
Juvenile Court of Cook County - the first 
juvenile court in the world. The conference 
is underwritten with support from the John. 
D. and Catherine T MacArthur Foundation, 
as well as from AT&T, CNA Insurance, 
EVEREN Securities, the Illinois Arts 
Council and Panasonic. ❖ 

— By Alan Simpson 

For more information about 
Who Are the Children of Ilunois 
AND THE Children's Charter, 

CONTACT Kim Fitzgerald or 
" ■ iPSON AT Voices. 
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Time spent with their parents is critical to 
ensuring that young children grow up 
healthy, well-adjusted and ready for school. 
The. federal welfare reform legislation rec- 
ognized this fact by giving states flexibility 
to adopt specific policies for parents of 
young children. 

• Illinois should make the most of this 
flexibility by allowing parents with 
children under age six to satisfy the 
work requirement by working 20 
hours per week. 




One of the most important ingredients for 
quality child care is consistent, well- 
trained and well-compensated child care 
teachers. Voluntary accreditation is the 
best way to improve quality and foster staff 
stability 

• Illinois should enhance child care subsi- 
dies for families choosing accredited 
programs, and establish a public-private 
partnership to help child care centers 
and homes earn accreditation. 

In addition to these Start Early agenda 
items, we encourage Illinois policy makers 
to reform the early intervention system for 
children with developmental delays or dis- 
abilities, and to implement a thorough out- 
reach campaign for the state’s new KidCare 
child healdi insurance program. ^ 

To CO-SPONSOR THE StART EARLY 
Legislative Agenda or receive regu- 
lar FAX UPDATES ON LEGISLATIVE ISSUES, 
CONTACT Alan Simpson at Voices. 




For many working families and those making the welfare-to-work transition, wages 
are not the only factor in making ends meet. Families need assistance generating addi- 
tional income, identifying child care subsidies, and securing health care for their chil- 
dren. Yet all too often, working families do not utilize public programs and resources 
that can help them in the struggle to cover monthly expenses. 

Voices for Illinois Children is working with community institutions in Chicago’s 
North Lawndale, South Chicago and Albany Park neighborhoods to heighten under- 
standing and use of three supports for working families: the federal Earned Income 
Tax Credit, child care subsidies, and the KidCare health insurance program. With the 
guidance and participation of our local partners, Voices is fusing information on these 
three supports into Spanish and English brochures for service providers and commu- 
nity residents. Circulation of the brochures begins this Februar)^. We plan to comple- 
ment the dissemination of these brochures with neighborhood-specific training and 
ongoing assistance with outreach efforts in each community Upon review of this pilot 
project. Voices’ aspires to expand these services to additional communities. 

Ultimately, Voices believes this comprehensive outreach initiative can significant- 
ly increase public awareness of these programs, and help add thousands of dollars 
to family incomes. ^ 



: — By Brian Matakis 
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Second Annual 








Come join Voices for Illinois Children and hundreds of participants at 
9 a.m. on Sunday, April 11, 1999 along Chicago’s lakefront (Randolph 
and Lake Shore Drive) for the Second Annual Start Early 5K Pledge 
Run & Walk. This event will help raise funds to support our Start 
Early: Learning Begins at Birth campaign — an effort to educate the 
public and mobilize parents, communities and policy makers to sup- 
port families and nurture the learning that begins at birth. 

The Second Annual Start Early 5K Pledge Run & Walk is a 
CARA registered race, and participants can join as individuals or 
in running or walking teams. 

Race sponsors include American Airlines, Caribou Coffee, Chicago 
Children’s Museum, Chicago Parent, Clif Bar, Firstar Bank, jewel-Osco, 
NAYA Water, Vertel’s, WGN Television, WTMX Radio and the Young 
Lawyers Section of the Chicago Bar Association. 

Registration is $17 before die day of the race, or $20 that morning. 
The Second Annual Kids Dash will follow the main race at approxi- 
mately 10:15 a.m., and is free to children under age 10. ^ 

For registration information or Team Captain Kits, 

CONTACT Demece Harvey AT (312) 516-5560. 



The Licensing 
Coalition 

M@'w3tnlf IFoifWIilM 

The Licensing Coalition and the Depart- 
ment of Children and Family Services 
(DCFS) is making progress in strengthen- 
ing Illinois’ child care licensing system. 
The Licensing Coalition was developed as 
a collaborative effort between several non- 
profit organizations concerned with child 
care licensing problems in the state. 

Child care licensing — conducted by 
DCFS — has experienced several prob- 
lems. Pressing issues include backlogs 
and delays as well as uneven monitoring 



and enforcement of Illinois child care 
licensing standards. 

“As providers and advocates, we came 
together with a common goal: improve 
the licensing system,” said Elissa Bassler 
of the Day Care Action Council. “We 
have all dealt with pieces of the licensing 
issue as individual organizations but 
knew we could accomplish more as a 
larger, working body.” 

The coalition focuses on what it calls 
SMART child care licensing, which stands 
for “high Standards, consistent Monitor- 
ing, Appropriate enforcement action, ade- 
quate Resources, and comprehensive 
information Tracking.” 

“We are very thrilled to support these 
elements of effective child care licensing,” 



said Bassler. “Redesigning the basis from 
which we work is a vital step toward 
ensuring safety and quality services for 
our children.” 

In addition to working with the coali- 
tion, DCFS has made several internal 
changes, including: 

o 75 additional child care 
licensing positions 

o Higher staff qualifications 

o On-going staff training 

o Revised procedures manual 

o Centralized information 
management 

o Development of an 
information hodine 
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National Support for 
Local Child Advocates 



Child advocacy organizations nationwide are 
receiving growing support toward accom- 
plishing their goals from the National 
Association of Child Advocates (NACA). This 
assistance is more than a handful of money. 
Most importandy it is a working relationship 
with 59 member organizations in 44 states, 
and a way they can all communicate through 
one telephone call. 

‘‘Increasingly most of the decisions affecting 
kids are made at the state level, so it is impor- 
tant that children have strong advocates in 
each state,” said NACA President Tamara 
Copeland. “NACA is developing new ways 
for state and local organizations to communi- 
cate, so they can learn from each other’s expe- 
riences and build on strategies that have suc- 
ceeded elsewhere.” 

Copeland joined NACA as president in 
June, 1997. She brought with her a wealth 
of knowledge about promoting the quality 
of services for children and families. Prior 
to joining NACA, Copeland was director of 
the National Health & Education Consor- 
tium, a Legislative Director for 
Representative Bobby Scott (D- 
VA), and the Director of the 
Southern Regional Project on 
Infant Mortality. 

All NACA members are citizen- 
based, non-profit, independent 
organizations receiving litde or no 
public funding. They are multi- 
issue organizations that recognize 
children need an array of experi- 
ences and services to grow-up 
strong and productive. They are 
also advocates that educate deci- 
sion makers on children’s issues. 

“This is a bottom-up oiganiza- 
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Mlore than 400 policy makers, service providers and researchers attended Illinois Welfare 
Reform: Where are we now? Where are we going? - the second annual statewide welfere reform 
symposium held at the University of Chicago’s Gleacher Center. Participants at the day-long 
event discussed the impact of welfare reform and assessed policy strategies for enhancing the 
economic self-sufficiency and well-being of low-income families in Illinois. 

For example, while welfare caseloads have dropped by nearly 41%, symposium partici- 
pants noted that this decline occurred under very favorable economic conations, and Illinois 
should prepare for problems that may occur when circumstances change. 

“During the next economic downturn, welfare caseloads will increase once again, but fed- 
eral block grant funding will not,” said Lawrence B. Joseph of the Harris Graduate School of 
Public Policy Studies at the University of Chicago. 

Throughout the symposium, advocates and experts explored how early indications of wel- 
fare reform are positive, but Illinois still needs to determine how to b^t help low-income 
working families balance work and family as well as how to help the families that have not 
been able to sustain full-time work. 

Illinois Welfare Reform: Where are we now? Where are we going? was co-sponsored by the 
City of Chicago-Cook County Welfere Reform Task Force, Northwestern University/ 
University of Chicago Joint Center for Poverty Research, the Harris Graduate School of Public 
Policy Studies at the University of Chicago, and Voices for Illinois Children. ^ 
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Tamara Lucas Copeland, president of the 
National Association of child Advocates. 



tion, an information-sharing system,” said 
Copeland. “NACA members need to be able 
to share ideas and work together, and one of 
our most important jobs is moving informa- 
tion from one state to another — and from all 
the states to the national organization. This 
way we can help ensure that a victory for kids 
in Illinois can become a victory for kids in 
California or New Jersey.” 

One way NACA keeps members connect- 
ed is through the Great Idea Series. NACA 
profiles successful efforts of different mem- 
ber organizations, so other members can 
adapt ideas when planning their own strate- 
gies and events. Voices’ annual fundraising 
dinner was one of the events recently pro-, 
filed in this series. ❖ 



Earned Income Tax Credit 



Individuals who are interested in advoca- 
cy WORK CAN CHECK NACA’S WEB SITE AT 
Q 1ILDADV0CACY.ORG. 

ERIC 
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■Single or married people who worked full time or part time ai some point in 1998 can 
qualify lor the lederal EITC, depending on their income. Families raising one child at 
home with a family income below $26,473 in 1998 can get an EITC of up to $2,271. 

Families with more than one child at home and a lamily income below $30,095 in 
1998 can gel an EITC ol up to $3,756. Also, tax payers between age 25 and 64, with no 
children at home and an income below $10,030 can get an EITC of up to $341. 

Different lorms are required for single and married taxpayers with or with out 
children. Other situations may require the worker to attach the Schedule EITC. 



Fok MORI: INI'ORMATION ON 1111': CORRECI' FORMS NEEDED FOR YOUR SPECIFIC 
SITUATION, CALL ri IE IRS DURING BUSINESS HOURS AT 1 (800) TAX - 1040. 



A child advocate, friend 
and founding Board Memben 




©[i®i^©ii Kiy 

He was devoted to children and families in Illinois and concerned 
with the growth of the legal profession. Seventy-year-old George 
Kelm — a founding board member for Voices for Illinois 
Children, a lawyer and a leader of many civic groups and causes 
— died Thursday, December 17, 1998 . 

“1 first met George Kelm over forty years ago when we were 
opposing attorneys arguing a dry jurisdictional matter in federal 
court,” said Richard Mandel, Voices’ founding board member and 
partner of Mandel, Upton & Stevenson, Ltd. “Because of our 
mutual interest in juvenile justice and child welfare, our paths 
often crossed after that, and we became good friends. When a 
group of us were germinating the idea of a non-govemment 
supported and non-service providing advocacy organization, it 
was logical to bring George in at the outset. That was probably the 
best idea we had. By then George was president of the Woods 
Fund, and he became our spark plug and our entry into the 
foundation world.” 

Kelm chaired the task force behind the creation of Voices. The 
goal was to get children’s issues at the top of the state’s public 
pohcy agenda. Many of the issues that were a priority at the time 
remain top priorities today, including education funding, 
improved health care for uninsured children and policies and 
procedures to help people move from welfare to work. 

“George Kelm convinced me to come on the Voices board,” said 
Sokoni Karanja, founding board member and executive director at 
the Centers for New Horizons. “He said, ‘Sokoni, this is as 
important as any board you have sat on or will sit on. It will 
provide the type of statewide and national pohcy impact that is 
sorely lacking in Illinois.’ 1 would say, based on Voices’ current 
stature, George was right.” 

Kelm was a very active advocate and civic leader who 
preferred to remain behind the scenes. In addition to helping 
■ found Voices, he was president and board member of the 
Woods Fund of Chicago; president of the Chicago Bar 
Foundation and the Northwestern Law Alumni Association; and 
president and chief executive officer of Sahara Enterprises, Inc. 
Kelm’s generous heart also led him to serve as trustee, 
director, chair or member of countless groups, organizations 
and associations statewide. His generosity continues today. At 
his family’s request, many people have sent donations to Voices 
in his memory. 

Survivors include his wife, Miriam Jean; two sons, Bruce and 
Robert; a stepson, Dick Ingram; a stepdaughter, Andrea Ingram; 
and six grandchildren. ^ 
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What’s Happening at Home: 

Vokti fs)? fflSi/ii®oi ClhioldlisiM 

Voices is a non-profit, non-partisan advocacy organization working 
to secure the future well-being of the people of the state. We 
work with families, communities and policy makers 
to ensure that all children grow up healthy, 
nurtured, safe and well educated. 



We’re moving! Voices is moving to a 
new location in our building. As of 
March, 1999, our address will be: 

208 S, LaSalle Street, Suite 1490 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
We anticipate that our main telephone, 
direct lines and fax numbers will not 
change. 

Voices’ 1999 Annual Meeting will be 
held March 16, 1999 at the University 
Club of Chicago, 76 East Monroe Street 
at 11 a.m. Our guest speaker will be Alex 
Kotlowitz, author of There Are No 
Children Here and The Other Side of the 
River Registration for the meeting and 
lunch is $35. For more information call 
Jim Perry at (312) 456-0600, ext. 552. 

The Start Early: Learning Begins at Birth 
campaign is opening doors for other 
community based organizations. Real 
Fathers Real Men — a non-profit organi- 
zation that works to streng^en commu- 
nication between fathers and their chil- 
dren — recently received a $10,000 
donation from the McCormick Tribune 
Foundation on behalf of Malik Yusef. 
Yusef was the Wordsmyth who delivered 
a creative message on parenting in the 
Start Early video. 



Leslie Parello recent- 
ly joined Voices as 
the Office Manager. 
She is responsible for 
data, office and vol- 
unteer management. 
Parello’s work experi- 
ence with Columbia 
College and Chicago 
Metro Association for 
the Education of 
Young Children is 
sure to benefit Voices. 



Former Voices’ Project Director, Ami 
Nagle, is now consulting for Arizona 
Children First — a coalition of par- 
ents, educators and community lead- 
ers interested in improving the educa- 
tional outcomes for Arizona students. 
She is researching the state’s educa- 
tional system and current efforts to 
reduce class size. Nagle’s research will 
result in a compilation and compari- 
son of state efforts and will include 
additional recommendations for edu- 
cational reform. 



Voices’ Director of 
Development, Jim 
Perry, was recently 
included in Who’s 
Who in the Midwest 
26th Edition for 
demonstrating out- 
standing achieve- 
ment in resource 
development and 
community service. 



Check out our website at 
www.voices4kids.org for 

THE LATEST ON UPCOMING EVENTS 
AS WELD AS INFORMATION ON 
LEGISLATION AND POLICY ISSUES. 




Voices was awarded the 1998 
Friend of Children award from 
Prevent Child Abuse-Illinois. 
Included in the photo (from left to 
right) are Roy Harley, executive 
director. Prevent Child Abuse- 
Illinois; Jerry Stermer; and Jim 
Wexsteen, board president. Prevent 
Child Abuse-Illinois. 

Voices’ President, Jerry Stermer served 
on the Children and Families Committee 
for Governor George Ryan’s Transition 
Team. 





If you know a person or a 

GROUP THAT YOU THINK SHOULD BE 
RECOGNIZED FOR GREAT ADVOCACY 
EFFORTS, CALL MARJORIE NeWMAN 

AT ( 312 ) 456 - 0600 , ext. 564 . 



Voices for Illinois Children 
NETWORK NEWS 
208 S. LaSalle St., Suite 1580 
Chicago, 1L 60604 
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E-Mail: info@voices4kick.org 





7f •^PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 

(l^ n (continued from page 3) 



The Illinois Kick Count also examines other key pieces families 
need to put together in order to make the transition from wel- 
fare to work and to achieve economic security, including: 



o Housing 
o Transportation 
o Health 



o Child Support 
o Family Time 
o Taxes 

‘‘One year after welfare reform began, we’re seeing a lot of 
families make the transition from welfare to work, and that’s 
very good news,” said Stermer. “While we place emphasis on 
helping these individuals keep their jobs, we also need to help 
those who are least job ready and make sure they get the support 
they need to provide for their families.” 

With that goal in mind, the Illinois Kids Count outlines an 
action agenda urging individuals, communities and policy 
makers to: 



o promote economic security 
o expand quality early learning 
o provide quality health care 
o strengthen vulnerable families 



The 1998 - 1999 Illinois Kids Colwt: Putting It 
All Together cost $15 for non-members 
AND $12 FOR MEMBERS. 

A SUMMARY OF THE 
REPORT CAN BE FOUND ON 
OUR WEB SITE AT 

www.voices4kids.org. 

For a full copy of the 

REPORT, CONTACT VOICES 

AT (312) 456-0600. 



^ Ulmois Kids Count imm-'mm 
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Advocacy Resources: 

CCinlOM Vow [Fadfe 



Voices produces materials that can help us all become bet- 
ter advocates for children. Here are a Jew examples of the 
available resources. 

H 99 g - 1999 iMiimois Kidls 
Fdattttuimg In AM Togetdhieir 

This years’ data book examines the first year of welfare 
reform and highlights the complex and difficult issues 
families face in moving off welfare and out of poverty. 
This report also provides child well-being statistics for 
each of Illinois’ 102 counties and outlines an agenda to 
improve the lives of children, 
o $12 for members; $15 for non-members 



Geimeiraittuimg IRestoimirces ff®ir IFamflues 
This Special Report describes how a refundable state 
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) can serve as a 
targeted and cost-effective tool to bolster existing 
income security policies by reducing low-income 
families’ tax burden and rewarding work, 
o Complimentary. 



Oosuimg itlhie Gap: 
limsTuidimg CSnildhreim inn lffliini®is 
This report details the state’s new KidCare program, which 
provides health insurance to thousands of uninsured 
children. The report includes information on services 
provided and cost per family based on size and income, 
o Complimentary. 



1998 Nattioimal Kids Coniumtt Daita Book 
This book measures the educational, social, economic 
and physical well-being of children in the United States 
on a national and state-by-state level, 
o Check the Annie E. Casey Foundation web site at 
www.aecf.org for a complimentary copy. 

iimff®innniaiti®im is F®weir! 

A Gunide tt® IFeair-IFiree IFacit IFiimdiinig 
This award-winning technical assistance guide offers 
step-by-step instructions to locate data on children and 
families as well as equations to calculate basic statistics. 
This informative guide also includes a detailed list of 
national and Illinois-specific education, economic, 
child welfare and health data sources, 
o Complimentary. 

TTeim TTMimgs lEveiry CMM Needs 
An 11 -minute video summary of the one-hour show 
explaining the needs of infants and young children. 
This fascinating video, produced by WTTW/Channel 
1 1 and supported by the Robert R. McCormick Tribune 
Foundation, shows 10 easy things parents can do to 
dramatically aid in the development of their baby, 
o For a copy of the video, call the McCormick 
Tribune Foundation at 1-888-683-2224. 

Many of these and other publications are available 
ON OUR WEB SITE. ViSIT US AT WWW.VOICES4 kIDS.ORG. 



Voices for Illinois Children is a tax-exempt corporation under Internal Revenue Service code SEcnoN 501(c)(3) and is 

NOT CLASSIHED AS A PRIVATE FOUNDATION. CONTRIBUTIONS TO VOICES TAKE ON AN INTINTTE VARIETY OF FORMS. 

We WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS, FOUNDATIONS . • . ^ - 

AND CORPORATIONS FOR THEIR GENEROSITY DURING THE PERIOD 

FROM August 31, 1998 through January 15, 1999. 
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CNA Ir^unance Companies 
Community Memorial 
Foundation 

Dain Rauscher Foundation 
EVEREN Securities, Inc. 

Firstar Bank of Illinois 
FMC Corppraiion 
Ford Foundation 
GaiaTcch Inc. 

GATX 

Illinois. Tool Works 
John D. & Catherine T. 

. MacArthur Foundqi 
John Nuvecn & Co^ 
Incorporated 

Kirkland & Ellis Foun^Mon,^^ .. 
Lloyd A. Fry Foundaiioti | \ | 



McCormick Tribune Foi ridatii 



Northem’Trusi Compaq 




loiy oi 
George Kelin 

Sahara Enterprises s 
The Chicago Bar Foundation 
Mary Jarie & Robin Andrews 
Mrs. Norman August 
Jeanette & James Bitter 
Patricia. & Oscar Boldi 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene A. Boyle 
Douglas A. Brengel 
Kenneth A. Bro 
Shirley & Jack Cederquisi 
John Coleman & Krisiin^PaitO) 
Jane & John Colman 
Mark Crane .- 
Mr. & Mrs. Janies- Dorn ' 
Sharon & Peter Eisendraih 
Siiriny Fischer ' 

Patricia Flessner . 

Barbara & Paul Franke 
Patsy & John Grady 
Marcia & . Richard Grau 
Spran & Michael Green 
Anne & Charles Haffner 
Linda & Royce Hall 
Aileen M. Hosick 
.Dr. & Mrs. Dirk C. Jecklin 
Andrew H. Kalnow 
Virginia & Larry Kemp • 

Gloria & Bernard Kleinian 
Margaret & Norman Lake 
John W Leslie 

Adrienne & Marshall Lesueur 
Nancy Liberman 
Barbara G. Mahany 
William G. Me. Master 
Virginia & A. B! McConnell 
Josephine & Stephen Poling 
Jean Rudd • 

Diana & Thomas Sherman 
Carol & Stephen Sla\in 
Nancy & Jerome Stenner 
Sherry & Jerrold Swinion 
Onnolee & Orlin’ Trapp 
J.R.. Underwood 
William & Gay Webb 
Elizabeth & Charles Wheatley 
Linda & Payson Wild 



Happy 80th Birthday 
EUiot Lehman 
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Progress Toward 
the Children's 
Charter 

In February, hundreds of individuals and 
organizations from around the state 
came together to explore the special 
nature of childhood and examine the 
needs, talents and expectations of Illinois 
children. The three-day conference. Who 
Are the Children of Illinois, took the first 
crucial steps toward developing a 
Childrm's Charter - a comprehensive 
assessment of our vision for children and 
the responsibilities we share in helping 
them thrive and succeed. 

“We had hundreds of people from 
dozens of professions working to agree 
on a written outline of how we can 
help Illinois children have the best 
opportunities in life,” said Voices’ 
President Jerry Stermer. 

Voices was one of several dozen state 
and local organizations behind the plan- 
ning of the conference at Northwestern 
University School of Law After three 
days of dialogue and negotiation, an edi- 
torial team clarified the Children's Charter 
draft and prepared it for public review 
Until late June, Voices for Illinois 
Children and other co-sponsoring orga- 
nizations will be distributing the Chaiter 
and gathering feedback from individuals 
and organizations around the state. 

The vision and primary goals of the 
draft Children's Charter are highlighted 
below: 

^0^0/ childrm are created equal, and are 
vital to the preservation of a vigorous 
democracy. For childim to prosper, we 
^ must meet all their basic neech. We must 
nurture each child through the full and 
active paiticipation of families, communi- 
ties, business, spiritual organizations and 
govemmmt. WJien childim realize their 
potential and fulfill their dreams, our com- 
munities flourish and we are enriched 
id measure. 

(see CHILDRENS’S CHARTER on page 5) 
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With key support from two foundations. 
Voices for Illinois Children is preparing to 
bring the Start Early: Learning Begins at 
Birth parent materials to communities 
around Illinois. The Charles Stewart Mott 
Foundation has awarded Voices a two-year 
grant that will enable us to bring the video 
and magazine to parents in six new com- 
munities around the state. In addition, the 
Community Memorial Foundation is pro- 
viding support to help us get the Start 
Early materials and messages to young par- 
ents in DuPage County. 

The first step in this statewide expansion 
is building and strengthening relationships 
with the local agencies and organizations 
that will play an essential role in connect- 
ing young, at-risk parents with the Start 
Early campaign. 

“We designed Start Early with a focus on 
our parmers in each community, because 
we wanted our messages to build on the 
services they provide and the relationships 
they’ve established,” said Start Early Project 
Director Joan Vitale. “As we move to new 
communities, we need the same strong 
local partnerships that we’ve been able to 
nurture during the first stage in Chicago.” 

While Voices has received significant 
public recognition for the Start Early mate- 
rials - including a Golden Trumpet Award 
from the Publicity Club of Chicago - Vitale 
noted that the materials would have far less 
impact without the dedication and effort of 
the Start Early partners. “We have had an 
overwhelming response from our part- 
ners,” she said. “They have really connect- 
ed with the Start Early messages, and they 
are finding so many new ways to reach out 
to young mothers with this cmcial infor- 
mation about supporting their babies’ early 
brain development.” 

There are now more than 100 Start Early 
partners in Chicago, ranging from hospitals 
and pediatric clinics to parent support 
groups and home-visiting programs. Over 
the past year and a half, these partnerships 
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Sabrina Provine and Joann Allen of Bethany Hospital. 



have helped more than 23,000 young par- 
ents connect with Start Early through peo- 
ple they know and trust. As importandy the 
campaign materials have helped our part- 
ners link more parents to their programs 
and the valuable services they provide. 

The three parmers highlighted in this 
article illustrate the relationships that are 
so vital to the success of Start Early 

Ii<8ihairiiy Klosp54all 

Joann Allen and Sabrina Provine of 
Bethany Hospital say the Start Early project 
was “a natural fit” for their Healthy Steps 
program, which works with families dur- 
ing their children’s first three years to foster 
healthy child development and encourage 
positive relationships between parents and 
the hospital. 

In addition to providing the video and 
magazine. Healthy Steps staff members 
have been communicating the Start Early 
messages in their home visits and parenting 
classes, and they’re seeing results. Their 
program participants are sharing the Start 
Early materials with other young mothers. 
They are learning to listen to their babies, 
and to ask for help when they need it. 

Start Early is showing these young 
mothers that it feels good to help their 
babies grow and learn, and it is working 
because the Healthy Steps staff is dedicated 
to sharing the message. “It really does 
reach out to everyone,” said Provine. “1 feel 
comfortable giving it to everybody.” 

(See START EARLY on page 5) 
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togethevy we 
know we can 
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A Column from Voices^ President Jerome Stermer 

While preparing for the Who Are the Children of Illinois conference 
in February, we held a series of preliminary meetings around the 
state to clarify people’s ideas about the most important challenges 
facing children and families today 
At each of these meetings, the discussion inevitably turned to 
questions about community: How do we define community? What 
different communities are we each a part of, and how do those com- 
munities interact? Why are they important? What can each of us do 
to foster and strengthen a sense of community? 

At one meeting, a teen leader provided a simple but essential clue 
to many of these questions, “It’s right there in the word,” he 
explained, “You can’t have community if you don’t have unity” 

It’s a concept I think about frequently, in the work that surrounds 
the Children's Charter and in our many efforts on behalf of children - in 
Springfield and in cities, towns and neighborhoods around the state. 

In the end, it all comes down to unity. Whether in a campaign to advocate for 
children statewide, or a local collaborative effort to help kids in a neighborhood, 
there is great strength in numbers. In twelve years of child advocacy, the lesson 
we’ve learned again and again is that we can accomplish much more if people can 
get together behind a common goal. 

That’s why more than two dozen state and local organizations came together as 
co-sponsors of the Start Early Advocacy Agenda, and encouraged policy makers 
in Springfield to adopt the agenda and ensure that more Illinois children grow up 
healthy, nurtured, safe and well educated. 

That’s why more than 30 different groups joined together to organize and host 
the Who Are the Children of Illinois conference. It’s also why hundreds of people 
from around the state participated in the dialogue that has become the foundation 
for the Children's Charter 

Because together, we know we can make a difference. 

Together, we can inspire policy makers to adopt strategies like the KidCare child 
health insurance program, and to make sure it reaches uninsured children in all 
parts of the state. 

Together, we can help business, civic and community leaders recognize the 
importance of investing in our children from birth, through quality child care and 
early childhood learning programs. 

Together, we can develop a strong and powerful Children's Charter that reflects 
our shared responsibilities toward the children of Illinois. 

Together, we can use the Charter to rally many more people around the goal of 
helping all children thrive and succeed. 

The people who gathered for the Who Are the Children of Illinois conference and 
the preliminary meetings represent dozens of organizations, hundreds of commu- 
nities and neighborhoods, and many different backgrounds. Parents, children, 
teachers, community leaders, service providers, advocates, business leaders and 
policy makers have all been involved. 

We’ve come a long way in bringing the Children's Charter to this stage. But we’re 
not done yet. It’s time for even more people to get involved. Whether you partici- 
pated in the conference or not, we need you to take a look at the excerpt of the draft 
Children's Charter that begins on the front page. (You can also find it on our Web 
site.) And we need you to send it to others. 

With your help, we’ll forge a truly meaningful Children's Charter. And we’ll take big 
steps toward putting a strong sense of unity in the community of Illinois, 
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Chicago Metropolis 2020 - a new collaboration of civic, business, religious and community organizations - has determined that 
improving education and child care is a key step in preserving the economic vitality of the Chicago area. 

Chicago Metropolis 2020 was developed over the last two years by members of the Commercial Club of Chicago. In March, 
the group released it’s new report “Chicago Metropolis 2020: Preparing Metropolitan Chicago for the 2P‘ Century.” 

The report makes children a high priority, stating that “nothing affecting the region’s economic vitality in the next century will 
be as important as the quality of health care, nurture and education provided to the region’s children.” While the report notes 
several recent improvements in the areas of education and child care, it also points toward crucial challenges that remain. 

For example, Chicago Metropolis 2020 recommends several state and local initiatives to improve pay for teachers and 
principals, create performance-based bonuses for teachers, and implement alternate teacher certification programs to recruit new 
teachers from business and other professions. 

As importantly, the group recognizes that quality learning begins in the earliest years, so it is focused on challenges in the child 
care arena. Specifically, while the number of child care slots has increased due to recent state support, Chicago Metropolis 2020 
is concerned with other factors that affect the quality of child care, such as low wages and poor benefits for child care employees, 
limited professional training and high turnover. 

In order to prepare children for school, the report advocates that both business and government make a greater commitment 
to quality child care. Specifically, Chicago Metropolis 2020 recommends that business take a greater role in plarming and paying 
for child care, and that the state expand the child care subsidy program and invest more in child care facilities. 

“The report from Chicago Metropolis 2020 clearly demonstrates that business and civic leaders recognize the importance of 
investing in our children,” said Voices’ President Jerry Stermer. “With more public-private collaborations like this one 
encouraging real financial support for the needs of children, we can help ensure that the Chicago region continues to thrive 
economically.” vo 

Chicago Metropolis 2020 is a collaboration of organizations from around the region, and the group’s executive council includes 
business and government leaders such as Governor George Ryan, Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley and Andrew J. McKenna, 
chairman of Schwarz Paper Company. Major donors include the Chicago Community Trust, the Commercial Club of Chicago, 
the Grand Victoria Foundation, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the Robert R. McCormick Tribune 
Foundation and Inland Steel Industries/Ryerson Tull, Inc. 

George Ranney Jr. - a founding board member of Voices for Illinois Children - will serve as president and CEO of Chicago 
Metropolis 2020. ^ 



For more information about Chicago Metropolis 2020, 
CALL (312) 332-2020. 



start Early 
5K Run a 
Big Success 

.Representatives from the Penny 
Lane day-care facility in Oak 
Lawn, which brought a team of 
50 parents, teachers and children 
to participate in Voices’ second 
annual Stait Early 5K Run 6a: 
Walk. Penny Lane was the 
largest team and raised the most 
money for the event, held on 
Chicago’s lakefront on April 11. 

Voices thanks the hundreds of 
participants and volunteers who 
came out for the 5K, which is 
designed to support the Start 
Early: Learning Begins at Binh 
campaign. Your support made it 
a big success! ^ 
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Since early this year, Voices has been collaborating 
with more than 30 community groups in Chicago’s 
North Lawndale, South Chicago and Albany Park 
neighborhoods to increase awareness of how families 
can stretch their resources. 

This new outreach program is designed to help 
more low-income families learn about - and take 
advantage of - three key income support programs: 

The federal Earned Income Tax Credit, child care 
subsidies and the KidCare health insurance program. 

“While welfare caseloads are declining, there are still 
a lot of families struggling to achieve economic self- 
suffiency” said Voices’ State Finances Director Brian 
Matakis. “These three programs can be a big help in 
easing some of the financial burdens for families liv- 
ing on the margin.” 

The primary goal of the outreach program is to 
work within existing community networks to get 
information out about the tax credit, child care and 
health care options for low-income working families. 

The three neighborhoods were chosen for this 
pilot program because they offer the requisite com- 
bination of needs and opportunities: Large num- 
bers of low-income working families, a rich fabric of 
neighborhood institutions, service providers, and 
public leaders, and a demonstrated willingness to col- 
laborate with external organizations interested 
helping residents. 

In March, Voices produced more than 20,000 informa- 
tional brochures (in English and Spanish) outlining the 
ways low-income families can utilize these income support 
programs. The brochures - entitled “Help is Here for Working 
Families” - were distributed to local agencies and supported by 
service provider training and tools. 

Each of the three target neighborhoods has several distribution 
locations, including Tax Counseling Project sites and places where 
families can get help completing KidCare applications. As a result, the 
neighborhoods have a web of outlets where families can get the information 
and the hands-on guidance they need. 
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Secretary of State Jesse 
White addressing the 
final plenary session 
of the Who Are the 
Children of Illinois 
conference. 



Hugh Parry of the 
United Way of Illinois 
welcoming participants 
on the opening aay of 
the conference. 



One of ten discussion 
groups workina on 
components of the 
Children's Charter. 




“Offering information on these supports is a great opportunity for communities, par- 
ticularly for working poor families, which make up a lot of our Mom-and-Pop storefront shops,” said Dinah Ramirez, operations direc- 
tor of the Chicago Family Health Center in South Chicago. 

Building on this preliminary network of local service agencies. Voices plans to connect with faith-based institutions, schools, and busi- 
nesses in each neighborhood to hnd new ways to reach residents. In South Chicago, Voices has hired Dr. Maria Rudisch - a veteran 
activist who has been involved with community, religious and economic development groups in the neighborhood for decades - to serve 
as a part-time outreach consultant. Dr. Rudisch is furnishing ongoing technical assistance to partner organizations and expanding the 
number of neighborhood groups involved. Voices is also hiring outreach consultants in North Lawndale and Albany Park. 

Voices new outreach project is supported by funding from the Polk Bros. Foundation and the Field Foundation. ^ 
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jf -^CHILDREN’S CHARTER 

(I'i ^ (continued from front page) 




The closino plenary session of the conference, where the 
working araft of tne Chiidren's Charter was developed. 

We believe in these values and principles and commit 
to work together to secure the goals of this charter for 
all the children of Illinois: 

• Childhood is a sacred time that should be 
nurtured, celebrated and preserved. 

• Children’s basic needs are family, safety, 
education, health, economic security, and 
arts, recreation and culture. 

• All children need to know they belong to 
loving families and caring communities. 

• Just as families must support children, 
communities must support families, and 
government and business must support both. 

•All children deserve safe homes, safe schools 
and safe communities. 

• Our children’s sense of hope and possibility 
requires equal access to equal resources. 

• Children are prepared for the future when 
we teach them to honor and embrace 
diversity. 

• As children mature, we must seek their 
voices, engage them, and recognize the 
freedom they need to shape their destinies. 

• Each child is unique. 

• Every child is entitled to respect. 

• We must never give up on any child. 

The complete draft of the Children's Chatter is on 
Voices’ Web site, where you can also find sections 
outlining the vision and goals for children in six 
specific areas: family, safety, education, health, eco- 
nomic security, and arts, recreation and culture. 

“We encourage everyone who is interested in 
helping children succeed to review the Chatter and 
send it to others,” said Stermer. “Only with input 
from around the state will we be able to create a 
document that truly reflects our consensus about 
the needs and interests of all children.” 

The Who Are the Children of Illinois conference 
was underwritten with support from the John D. 
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, as well as 
from AT&T, CNA Insurance, Everen Securities, the 
Illinois Arts Council and Panasonic. ^ 



For more information about the Children's 
Charter, check the Voices Web site 
O voices4kids.org) or contact Kim 
ER^C r^ld at (312) 456-0600. 



yf^STARTFARLy Both women say another important part of the 

H (continued from front page) success of Start Early has been their bond with the 
young mothers, which enabled them to introduce the early brain development messages 
within a relationship of trust. 

Allen and Provine are now planning to move the Start Early campaign to the obstetrics 
department, where new mothers will have a chance to view the materials before leaving 
the hospital. Each mom will be able to take a copy of the video and magazine home, so 
they can share the information with friends and family. 

Woinniein), limfaini'iis md ChoBdlifeini (WIC) [Food Cemrteirs 

The WlC centers, which supply food and support to low-income women and children, 
have distributed Start Early materials to thousands of young mothers since the campaign 
began. Sylvia Lopez, coordinator of community affairs at WlC, said the campaign has 
made her very enthusiastic. “1 feel that for the first time - and I’m forty-six - people are 
working for just children, not children who are sick or children with disabilities, just chil- 
dren in general,” she said. 

“1 wanted to get one tape to each mother,” said Lopez, “to open their knowledge — to 
achieve more awareness of parenting, different ways of dealing with the child, and how 
other people can participate in your child rearing.” 

WlC staff have seen a variety of improvements in the parenting style of moms who have 
received Statt Early materials. The moms aren’t as worried about ‘spoiling’ their babies, 
more moms are reading to their children, and “involvement with the father is more open 
to discussion,” said Lopez. As importandy the parents are talking to each other about the 
Start Early messages and sharing them with their families. 

The WlC centers are an especially important part of the network because they connect 
with a large population of young parents that are not linked to any other programs. Each 
woman entering a WlC center is asked if she is pregnant or has a child under the age of 
three. If so, she is offered the Start Early materials, and encouraged to talk with a staff 
member about the early brain development messages. Lopez laughed as she recalled sev- 
eral young women who tried to return the Start Early materials, refusing to believe that 
the video was theirs to keep. 

The partnership has gotten off to a strong start, and Lopez foresees a great future. “The 
goal of WlC is to enrich the lives of children, and that’s what Voices is doing,” said Lopez. 
“1 just hope to keep working with Joan Vitale and getting the message out to as many 
people as 1 can.” 

CathoDic ChaiTfl'iDiSS l^oselaimd/All^gelld 

The Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago have a teen-parenting program that pro- 
vides parent support groups and home visiting. 

LuDella Gilmore, the program supervisor, said the 
goals of Voices and Catholic Charities are similar, 
and Start Early is “just like a glove - it fits perfectly” 

The Catholic Charities RAAPP program focuses 
mainly on parent-child interaction activities. “We 
try to get them to be effective parents and under- 
stand child development and stay in school,” said Gilmore. “We don’t want them to wait 
until the child is three or four years old; they can learn right now.” 

Caseworkers use the Start Early materials in all of their programming, and break the 
video down to ensure that the moms really grasp the messages, asking questions like: “Tell 
me how you’re going do this with your baby” 

To explain the success of Start Early with her teen parents, Gilmore cited one example. 
A nineteen-year-old mom was constandy yelling at her two children. The first time she 
saw the video, she said “1 want to be loving with my children, but they’re so bad!” Gilmore 
encouraged her to take it home and watch it again so they could discuss it in future ses- 
sions. “She doesn’t curse at her children anymore,” said Gilmore. “She’s got this big smile 
on her face, and now she’s volunteering her time at the child-parent center and wants to 
become a group leader.” 

This is just one way the moms at Catholic Charities RAAPP are learning from the Start 
Early materials. “They really didn’t think about brain development,” said Gilmore. “If the 
baby had ten fingers and ten toes, that was enough. Now they realize how their babies are 
really learning from day one.” 

The Start Early: Learning Begins at Bitth campaign is supported by the Robert R. 
McCormick Tribune Foundation, with additional funding from the Harris Foundation. ^ 




Graduation at Catholic Charities RAAPP. 



— by Kristen Masse 
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Voices’ Kids Count Dinner 
Recognizes Commitments 

to Children 




Kids Count Award winner Shirley W. Ryan (leH) with 
former Governor Jim Edgar and Voices’ Board Chair 
Lorraine Barba. 




GFWC Illinois Federation of Women's Clubs 
members (left to right) Jackie Haddad, Norma 
Chesney, Debbie Bach, Pat Heitman and Martha 
Bein with Voices' President Jerry Stermer. 



On June 2, Voices honored several individuals, organizations and 
corporations for their efforts to provide a better future for Illinois chil- 
dren. The awards were presented at the 9'^ annual Kids Count Dinner 
in Chicago. 

In addition to the Kids Count Awards, the dinner featured remarks by 
Senator Richard Durbin. 

Shirley W. Ryan was honored for her distinguished efforts on behalf 
of children all over the world. In 1985, her belief that the brain could 
create new connections when the old connections no longer work 
led her to co-found and become president of an outpatient neu- 
rodevelopmental therapy center called Pathways Center for 
Children. Ryan also co-founded Pathways Awareness 
Foundation - a public health organization dedicated to physi- 
cally challenged children. She was appointed to the National 
Council on Disability by two U.S. presidents, served on the 
executive committee of the Chicago Community Trust from 
1988-1998, and serves in various leadership positions for the 
Chicago Foundation on Education, Ronald McDonald’s 
Children’s Charities, the Inner City Teaching Corps, and the 21^‘ 
Century Urban Schools. Ryan’s award was delivered in a special 
presentation by former Governor Jim Edgar. 

The organizational award was presented to the GFWC 
Illinois Federation of Women’s Clubs. GFWC is one of the 
world’s largest and oldest women’s volunteer organizations shap- 
ing local agendas to meet the needs of a variety of communities. 
Through their special project. Our Promise,,. A Safe Place for Every 
Child, the GFWC Illinois Federation of Women’s Clubs has raised pub- 
lic awareness and generated significant support for Healthy Families - 
the network of voluntary home visiting programs. GFWC is also a key 
supporter of the Never Shake a Baby campaign and Voices’ Start 
Early Advocacy Agenda. 

Panasonic Corporation was honored for their dedication to 
children and for their collaborative educational projects around 
the state. For example, Panasonic is working with Elgin 
Community College on a project called Youth Leadership 
Academy, in which students get hands-on experience planning 
and producing an actual TV broadcast. In another project, stu- 
dents at the Dorothy deLacey Family Education Center in 
Carpentersville work with Panasonic employees, who encour- 
age them to improve their writing skills through a “Pen Pals” 
program. 

Voices also presented the Helen R. Weigle Award for 
Innovations in Children’s Programming to the McClernand 
Elementary School Community Partnership in Springfield. 
McClernand’s collaborations with businesses and community 
groups have helped create a variety of education, mentoring and 
family support programs, which are highlighted on the following 
page. 

The 1999 Kids Count Awards Dinner was co-chaired by Edgar D. 
Jannotta Sr. of William Blair & Company and Robert L. Wolters of 
AT&T. 
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Collaboration 




McClemand Elementary School 
Principal, Christine Stahly. 



McClemand Elementary School 

By collaborating with local businesses and community 
groups, McClemand Elementary School in Springfield 
has found new ways to provide a wider range of 
services and meet the needs of its students. 

“Collaboration is the key to the success of 
any program,” said McClemand Principal 
Christine Stahly “We found that pulling 
from several resources provides a more 
complete package for our students.” 

In order to help the collaborations 
succeed, a teacher is employed by 
the district to serve as a liaison 
between the school and its part- 
ners. This teacher communicates 
with the principal and partners 
on a daily basis and serves on a 
steering committee that guides 
all school improvement efforts. 

“Currently, we are involved in 
eight collaborative efforts rang- 
ing from tutoring and mentoring 
to art and recreation,” said 
Stahly. “Each provides a unique 
curriculum that is tailored to the 
children we serve. We believe no 
child should be left out.” 

Bank One is one example of the 
local businesses involved in mentoring 
programs at McClemand. Bank employ- 
ees serve as mentors throughout the 
school year, and are available one day each 
week during lunch period, before school starts 
or at the end of the school day, so students do not 
miss class time for mentoring sessions. 

McClemand also provides a community-based parent 
education program with the assistance of Kumler Neighborhood 

Ministries. Through a ten- week program at Kumler, parents learn to make good choices, prevent abuse of 
alcohol and other drugs, and reinforce their parenting skills. 

“Our parent education program. It Takes a Village to Raise a Child, has truly helped parents connect with 
their children and other parents,” said Stahly “Increased communication has led to increased parent 
involvement and improved self-esteem among students.” 

The school also provides art programs encouraging students to develop their creative skills. The 
Springfield Art Association and Prairie Art Alliance are just two examples of organizations that provide 
arts instruction at McClemand. Through these collaborations, students and teachers have had lessons in 
African-American storytelling, quilt making, planting butterfly gardens, ceramics and making Ukrainian 
Easter eggs. 

One key reason collaboration works at the school is McClernand’s mission that “meeting the needs of 
our students in an atmosphere of mutual respect shall be the shared responsibility of students, parents, 
staff and community as we become lifelong learners.” 
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SAVE 

THE 

DATE 

Start Early: 
Learning Begins at 
Birth Professional 
Development 
Conference 

October i, 1999 

9:00a .m. t0 4:oop .m. 

Standard Club, 

320 S. Plymouth Ct. 
Chicago 

The conference, hosted by Voices 
for Illinois Children, the Erikson 
Institute and Zero to Three: 
National Center for Infants, 
Toddlers and Families will offer 
new information and tools for 
early childhood professionals. 

“We really want to take this 
opportunity to not only provide 
information, but to celebrate the 
efforts of all professionals working 
to improve the well being of 
children,” said Start Early Project 
Director Joan Vitale. 

Alicia E Lieberman, Ph.D., author 
of the award-winning The 
Emotional Life of the Toddler will 
present the keynote address. 
Workshops will focus on topics 
such as intergenerational 
parenting, child care, parent 
support and neonatal assessment. 



Individual Development Accounts 

Mtw [Pa'S!}!) Is® ie©ini®iffiiio€ SiJafeollo'Jy 

An innovative financial strategy called an Individual Development Account (IDA) 
offers low-income families a new opportunity to save money and move off welfare. 

IDAs are matched savings accounts specifically designed for low-income indi- 
viduals, who are very often parents dependent on welfare. Account holders must 
make deposits from their earned income, and those deposits are then matched by 
state, local or non-profit organizations. The funds must be left in the IDA for a pre- 
determined length of time (normally two years) and the earnings must be used for 
specific goals such as home purchases, vocational/higher education, or business 
capitalization for individuals who are self-employed. 

“We were one of the first groups in the country to develop IDAs,” said Jenice 
Jones-Kibby, policy director at the Women’s Self-Employment Project (WSEP) in 
Chicago. “Our first two-year IDA program was so successful that now we have three 
programs operating simultaneously, as well as the new statewide IDA program.” 

WSEP’s first IDA began in 1995, and the results were impressive. 84 percent of 
the participants are now off welfare. In addition, 54 percent used their money for 
home ownership, 40 percent for business capitalization, and 6 percent for post-sec- 
ondary education. 

Zelinda Davis-Kirk was a participant in that first IDA program. She was enrolled 
in a WSEP business training course when she learned about the savings program. 

“When I took the business training course, I was on public aid,” said Davis-Kirk. 
“I had saved a little money in the past, but emergencies kept coming up which 
required me to use the little that I saved. What attracted me to the IDA program 
was that I couldn’t use the money until the end of the two-year program.” 

While investing in the IDA, Davis-Kirk opened a separate savings account for 
emergencies. Before the program ended, Davis-Kirk and a group of women decid- 
ed they wanted to do more. They combined resources and ideas and started an 
investment club, which still exists today. 

Davis-Kirk was able to save $1,500 in the IDA, in addition to money she made 
in the investment club and her separate savings account. But the IDA provided 
more than just a way to save money. 

“It gave me and other women a chance to meet in a positive environment. We were 
able to discuss how to meet our financial needs for our businesses and our families. 
It improved my self-confidence and helped me dream big dreams,” said Davis-Kirk. 

I “It’s the educational component that’s the key. It gives an interpersonal benefit 
I that I can’t put a dollar amount on. I can now go out and talk with anyone and feel 
I confident,” continued Davis-Kirk. “I used to say ‘I can’t and they won’t let me’, but 
i now I say 1 can and they won’t stop me’.” 

I Eighteen months after the program ended, Davis-Kirk was off public aid. She 
I used her IDA funds to purchase more equipment for her image consulting firm, 
j Lady Z Fashion Plus, enabling her to take her business to larger clients. Her IDA 
: experience also landed her a job facilitating a savings program for girls. 

I Building on the success of the first program, WSEP spearheaded efforts to pass 
I legislation creating the new statewide IDA program, which has received one-time 
funding from the Illinois Department of Human Services for 100 accounts. ^ 



For more information 

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE, 
CONTACT Joan Vitale at 
( 312 ) 516 - 5555 . 
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— by Maijorie Newnum 

For more information on IDAs, 
CONTACT Jenice Jones-Kibby 
AT WSEP (312) 606-8255. 

r 




V@o€i^ Says iniiiiMnilki amd 
WtkoBmKis M<8w ioaiid Mtrate®® 

After years of benefiting from their dedication to improving the lives of Illinois children, in March Voices 
honored six retiring members of the Board of Directors: Chair Kathleen L. Halloran, past chair John 
Rhine, past chair and founding board member Richard Mandel, and founding board members Sokoni 
Karanja, Ph.D., Mickie Silverstein, and Bernice Weissbourd. 

At the same meeting. Voices elected Lorraine Barba as the new board chair, and welcomed five new 
board members: Larry R. Jones, M.D., Anthony McCain, Lynn Montei, Jean Osborn, and Luz Maria Solis. 




Larry R. Jones, M.D. is president 
of Primary Care Group/Private 
Practice in Harrisburg. He also 
serves as a board member of 
the Illinois Academy of Family 
Physicians, and a clinical assistant 
professor at Harrisburg Medical 
Center. His knowledge and 
experience in health issues 
will bring additional strength 
to Voices’ campaigns to improve 
conditions for Illinois children. 





As Assistant Vice President, 
Customer Support for Nicor Gas 
and an active member of the 
Midwest Energy Association, 
Anthony McCain brings strong 
leadership and organizational 
skills to the board. Outside the 
workplace, McCain dedicates his 
time and patience to coaching 
youth basketball and T-ball 
leagues. 




Lynn Montei is executive director 
of the DuPage Mayors and 
Managers Conference, and has 
been actively involved in children’s 
issues for several years. Montei 
has served as co-convener of the 
Robert R. McCormick Tribune 
Foundation Cantigny Series 
Conferences, developer with 
the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, 
principal-for-a-day at Chicago’s 
Perkins Bass Elementary School 
and a member of the 
Leadership Greater Chicago 
Fellows Association Board. 

She also displays her dedication 
to families by mentoring a 
young Chicago family. 



ERIC 



Jean Osborn has been concerned 
with early childhood education 
since her undergraduate days. 
Currently, she is an educational 
consultant to the University of 
Illinois in Urbana/Champaign. 
Osborn is also a member of the 
International Reading Association, 
the American Educational 
Research Association, and the 
National Reading Conference. 

Her experience in early 
childhood education will 
be a great asset to Voices. 




Luz Maria Solis works in the 
Department of Early Childhood 
Education for the Chicago Public 
Schools, and her knowledge of 
early childhood issues will be 
especially helpful. In addition to 
her work as manager of Early 
Childhood Communication and 
Community Relations with CPS, 
Solis is a trustee at Northeastern 
Illinois University. 
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Voices for Illinois Children is a tax-exempt corporahon under Internal Revenue Service code section 501(c)(3) and is 
not CLASSIHED AS A private. FOUNPATION. CONTRlBUnONS TO Voices TAKE ON AN INFINITE VARIETY OF FORMS.., . 

We WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS, FOUNDATIONS 
AND CORPORATIONS FOR THEIR GENEROSITY DURING THE PERIOD 

FROM January 16, 1999 THROUGH April 30,1999. 



Basiiiesses,FoaiMlitioits 

CCoiporations 

. Amoco Foundation] Inc. - 
, Bames & Noble 
Charles Stewart Mott 
• Foundation . ‘ 

Children’s Television 
Workshop 

..Commonwealth Edison 
Company ‘ • • • 

•• Consolidated Press, Inc. 
Ford Foundation 
Golden Hour Productions 
JLS Corporate ■ • 

‘Services, ihc. 

Nicor Inc.. *• ' 

Northern Trust Company 
Prime Group Realty Trust 
Pritzker Foundation ’ 

. Sahara Enterprises „ 
Smurfit-Stone Container .* 
Corporation ... 
Sonnenschein Nath 
& Rosenthal ■ ^ . . 

The Annie E. Casey ‘ 

- Foundation- 
• The Chicago Cornrnunity 
Tnist 

WPWR-TV Channel 50 
Foundation 
Yellow-Page.Net 



Jn-IQndCoiitributHni$ 

American Airlines 
BT Office Products '* 
Caribou Coffee 
Chicago Amateur Athlete 
Chicago Area Runners 
Association . 
Chicago Children’s'' 
Museum 

Chicago Parent Magazine 
Chicago Special Events 
Management • • 
ClifBar • 

Columbia Yacht Club 
Fantasia 
Gallagher’s 
Jewel Osco 
Lakeshore Learning . 
Materials 

Maximum Profile Group 
NAYA Water 
Office Equipment 
Company of Chicago 
TDl 
Vertel’s 
WGN-TV • 
WaMX-l6l.9 FM 



IndividMis, Croups 
CAssodatiom 

Linda Abernathy 
Billie Wright Adams, M.D. 
Marlene E Alcorn 
Margaret W. Allison ■ 
Mildred'& Kenneth 
Andersen 
Evelyn Anderson 
Anon)Tuous 
Miriam G. Apter 
Cindy & James Bachner 
Allison Bacon 
Lucrelia Bailey 
Diane M. Baker 
Lorraine & Randolph 
Barba 



R-rnett 
^ ,-ill ■ 






Mi’lliffiliffilffTIIILiU 
Linda Beckerman 



Moneta Bedivell , ‘ ‘ ■ 

Lisa^^Beel^.;* ; . 

:• Kate Belle'.- ‘ 

■ Robin Berksori ■. 

; George- Bernstein 
Diane. Bielefield- 
Steve Bishop. &' • . • 

Marsha Bishop . • 

Jeanette & Jam^ Buter- 
Maureen’Blaha; . . •* . . 

Dan Blair ' • ‘ •. 

Audries Blake ‘ • 

Jiin Bloyd;M.PH.. ■ 
Garolyn,& Robert Bonjean 
Teresa. Boose * 
p’ella-^Mae & Harold Bork 
Janet Bomandii 

■ Boys & Girls Club of 
■..Chicago.:. . 
Sandra.Brame ■ . - - n 
Gece Browne ■ 

Barbara Buell < ^ 

' Eloy Burdaga ' *. 

Susan Busker ■- csaJ 
Cheryl Byers- . i . ^ 
Darleen Calcate.rra' & 

Kirn Markwell 
Richard H.,Calica . . 
Margaret Callaghan' 

. Elena Calloway ' . Qt- 
Betty Carneron ] 

Carla Carripbeir 
Missy & Riisseir.R. • 
Campion ♦ ‘ 

Tirn Carpenter . 

Daniel C^ey^ . njjj 

John. W. Castle - 
Russ Chamberlain . 

Beth- Chari ebois & .* 

. - Barbara Baumgartner 
'Ghicago'Area Combined 
Federal Campaign . " 
.Chicago Children’s 
■ Museum. - 
\Child Abuse Council 
Christopher House.;, 

Dennis'* Chudoba]- ' 
Laurie Cohen . ■ 
Communities in"" ^ 

Schools, Inc. ■ ' . ■ 
James W. Compton 
Patricia Coulter . 

Marrice Cdversoh . . 

Jack Cramer-Fleueijnan ^ . 
Arina Crepps 
Crossroads Com'munity 
Services Board % 

Ann T. Cutler, M.D.- 
Barbara J. Dahly - . 

Beverly Darsie 
John Deimel 
Hilary Denk 
Chris Dennison 
Charlotte d^ Jardins 

■ Mindy DeStefano ■ 

Lisa Dyer 

Brenda & Wayland Ehearj 
Clare J. Eldredge 
Elmhurst College 
Scott Emery 
Bruce Engle 
Esperanza School ■ 
Association 
* Eva.Essig 
Aimee Fagan 
Peggy .Falcone 
Deborah Fell 
Jean & Andy Fies 
Mildred Fitzgerald 
Carmen Flores-Rance 
Kelley Foil no 
Susan G. Fox 
Kimberly Foxx 
Cheryl Francis 
Mary 1; Fraunfelter 
EarlJ. Frederick 



Sunnye!Fredia 
. . Rosemari'e ‘G. Frey 
Irene Gagaoudaki 
Sally Gamble' 

' ■M.J. Gapp 
Representative 
Lauren Beth’ Gash 
' Michael Gelder 
Ed Geppen jr. 

Diane & Thomas 
-’ Geraghty ’ . 

Stacy-Glass ' 

...Mr. &Mrs. • ' 

■James J. Glasser 
• Danielle Goldinger 
Elizabeth Gonzalez' 
.Maijorie Goran ' 
Audrey.& James Gortef" 
Betsy Goulet ■ 

Gail Graham -/• ' 

Nila’Grahl . 

. Julie & Mario Greco 
- Dr.'& Mrs. Andrew Griffin ‘ 
’ Gina Guillemette- 
Bob Haisman 
■Ramona Hall t. ■ 

.The Honorable 
. Sophia H. Hall 
Kathleen L.’'-Halloran - ’ 

Roy A. Harley " ■ - 
. Colleen Haiper 
JoAnn Harper- 
Karen Hattan 
Rhonda Hawkins-Lyke ■ . , 
Dorothy-Hawley 
Kay Henderson , 

Susan Herr & 

Jane Rich man 
Hesed House, Inc. 

Joe B. Hicks -. ' 

’ Marcus Hill 
Sheila Hill- 

Sally Hoffman - ■ - ■ 

Jane Hollis'" . , ' 

■ Rpxanne‘Hooper 
Charlene & Charles 
Howland 

Hoyletbn Children’s Home 
Foundation '■ • - ’ 

Illinois Caucus for 
Adol^cent Health 
Illinois Education 

■ As^iation 
Illinois Federation of 

■ Teachers ' , ■ 

Illinois Primary Health 

Care Association 
Joan Ingram, Ph.D. 

Stuart K. Iseminger 
Kathleen & Ali Jackiw 
Michelle Jackson 
A. Sidney Johnson, III 
Juanita Jones 
Larry R. Jones" 

Larry Joseph & 

Lauren Newman 
Da\hd & Susan Juday 
Judson Family Center 
Millie Juskevice 
Karen Kaczanowski 
Michelle Karnes 
Jan G. Kay 
Lynn Kearney 
Miriam Kelm 
Tom Keh^ore 
Joseph Kerstihg ' 

Barbara & Dennis Kessler 
Patricia-H.-^Kiley ' 

Vicki Killus. 

Lyn King 
Marsha Kirchner 
Ann Kirwan 
Danielle Kizaire 
Frank Kopec ky 
Lanita Koster 
Vicki Kovski 







• Margaret Krulee ; 

Mary & Ulrich Kruse 
Richard -Laine ‘ ■ 
Genevieve Lambert ; . - 
Howard Laihari ’ ‘ 

• Betty Lazarus * ; \' 

Lloyd W. Lehnian, M.D. ■ 
Pat Leitzen-Fye 

Carole R.‘ Levine • 
BemardS.'Levy'..- 
Gail & Len Lieberman ' “‘‘ 

- Valerie' s Lies' • . . ' 
Livingston County Public' 
Health Department ■ ' . 

. Colette Lueck 
J«sie-&r Douglas 
! : MacDonald 

Janice Mac Vicar 
Lauren Mader 
Betsy Maloney ; 
joari '& Richard Mandd '- 
.Susan Markko 
Mary. Crane Center . ' ' 
Henry W Maxwdl - - ' 
.Mr. & Mrs. Morton E..May 
Louise McCpwn* - ‘ 

Susan' A. McDaniels. 

Pam Mc'Gaan 
McGaw YMCA ' 

Michael McGee 
. Peggy McGrath . 

La.mellJ. McMorris 
Dianne Meeks 
Lil Mejia 

Harriet & Ulrich Meyer 
. Cindy Miller 
. Martha Mills 
Mississippi Valley 
Girl Scout Council 
Mr. '& Mrs. 

James J. Mitchell III 
Katherine Mitchell-Ollie 
Lynn A..Mbntei 
Ronald H: Moorman 
Julie Morris 
'Naomi M. Morris, M.D. 
Julie Moitiso'n . 

Mary C. Munro 
JerryJ. Muiphy 
Dr. Maigaret O’Flynn & ■ 
Dr. Alexander Muster -'. 
Dan Neal 
Elaine Nekritz 
.Diana Nelson 
Harry Nicol 
Debra Niesen 
Kerri Nolan 
Kathleen O’Keefe . 

Ms. Melody O’Neal, R.N. 
Phyllis A. Offord 
Mary Ohannessian 
■R^erend Diane G. Olson 
Jean & Howard Osborn ' 
Nancy Palazzolo ■ 

Parents United for 

Responsible Education 
(Maureen F Patrick 
'Nicki & Ford Pearson 
. Georgy Ann Peluchiwski 
Miriam H. Perisho 
Robin Pettit 
P^ip Morris 
Tom Pigman 
Martha Power 
Prevent Child Abuse 
America 
Project Irene 
Anthony Quinn 
Nicole fcivenell 
Monna S. Ray 
Gary. Reinbold 
Eleanor Revelle 
Jesus G. Reyes 
Elizabeth Rice 
Sandra Rigsbee 
Anne Robertson 



Thomas H. Robinson 
Jennifer Rosen 
Diana Rqsenbrock ‘ 

. Maigaret & Edward 
Rosenheim- 
I^ren M. Ross 
Ma'rge Rossman 
Mary. L.. Salisbury 
■ judge Nancy S. Salyers 
Dr. & Mrs. Joel Sam met 
Naomi L. Samuels 
Barbara &Jer^. Savitt 
C)Tithia Scazeiro 
Kathy Schaeffer 
-Dorothy Scheff 
Thersa B= Neu • 

■ Schmiedeskamp. ■ 

Joane E. Scholefield 
Mason Scholl' * . . 

. Ralph Schubert . 

Nancy E Schulte • 

Betsy Segal ' / 

Nancy Shier * > 

Victoria Shire 
Mickie Silverstein 
Susanne Simmons 
Peg Simon " l 
. Dave Simpson 
Sisters of, Mercy 
Health System- 
Dannette Smith 
Gail T. Smith 
Leo Smith & 

. Heather Steans 
Ruby Smith " 

Sandra A. Smith 
Michael A. Spbel.. 

Elizabeth G. 

Sonnenschein ■ 

St. Clair County Regional 
Office of Education 
Tamara Stanford 
Pat Steinhaus 
Nancy & Adlai Stevenson 
Maureen Stimming 
Eileen Subak 
Neal Takiff 
Nancy Tartt 
■Suzan S. Tash 
Cleo Terr)' 

Elizabeth Terlell & 

Joseph .Bailey O; 

The Harbour, Inc. 

The Task Force for Child 
- Survix'al & Development 
Ayanna Thomas ^ 
Brazilian & Alphonzo^., 



Kate Watz . • 

. Bernice S.- Wax- ! • '• 

Sue Wayne . 

Helen R; Weigle • 
Roger Weissbeig ■ . . 

Bernice Weissbourd.* 
James lyl- Wexstten , •' 
Bonnie Wheeler 
- Maria Whelan 
-.David' E. Whittaker * r • 

. Irickey Williams , • ‘ 
Iris Witkowsky 
Julie Woestehoff 
Ben Wolf. - 

A'hn.& Arnold Wolff . 
Robert L. Wolters 
Ruth D] Woods 
Valerie Wright '. ' j ]*'• 

- Susan \A^ri *i 

David J.'Yaricy ; 

, Virginia- York ' 

Mary Young • 

- YWCA Provider Services 
: Alice &. Herb' Zarov 

Constance Z. Zonka - 



In Memory of 
Kelm 



. George Keli 

- Donors ‘Forum of Chicago 
Elizabeth' & Walter Holt i 
J & H Marsh & McLennan 
Sally & Carl Martin 
•Ruth.& William Martin 

- Rolf Jensen & Associates, 

Ihc. ' ‘ . 

William P Sutter 
-Williafn-Blair & 

Company' LLP '« % 



In Honor of 
Val Summers 

Evanston Early 

Childhood Center * 



In’ Honor of 
Elizabeth Stein 
Larry Yellen & 

5ue Fisher 







. Thurman 
Grace Tock 
-Nelda Todd 
Tessa Toler- Clark 
Susan L. Tooles 
Bowen H. Tucker 
Gar)' Tucker 
.Meri Tucker 
University of Illinois 
Carri Van der Haar 
Kathy Vander Broek 
Rohitkumar Vasa', .M.D. 
Alice Vaught 
Howard Veal 
Joanne Vena" 

Theresa Venzke 
Vei-milion County Health 
Department 
Thomas E. Villiger 
Milch Vogel 
Terri & Keith Voss 
Mario Wade 
Steve Wakefield 
Steve Wallman 
Sue Walter 
Sue A. Walton 
Mar)' Waltz 

Anna & Tom Wartowski 
Patricia Washington 
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Ifiyou are not 
listed and believe you 






rshould be or are listed 
\incorrectIy please accept 



-our apologies and send 



a note of correction to: 



Voices 

for.Ilunois 

Children 

Development Dept, 
208 S. LaSalle St: 
Suite 149.0 
Chicago, IL 

60604-1103 



All corrections 
will appear in 
subsequent 
publications. 



Thank you. 
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AGENDA 

(continued from back page) 



based PreKindergarten programs, a num- 
ber of legislative leaders also called for 
increased collaboration between school 
districts and child care programs to ensure 
all-day, year-long opportunities for children 
whose parents are working. 



One of the keystones of the Start Early 
Advocacy Agenda is Healthy Families 
Illinois - a network of programs that pro- 
vide new parents with voluntary home 
visits from local family support workers. 
Healthy Families programs have been 
shown to foster healthy parent-child rela- 
tionships, improve child development 
and reduce child abuse and neglect. 
Building on this success. Governor Ryan 
proposed - and the legislature approved - 
a $4.5 million expansion of the program. 



Learning begins at birth, and parents are 
a child’s first teachers. Yet many low- 
income working parents are unable to 
stay at home during even part of the 
crucial first year of a baby’s life. To give 
those parents an opportunity to spend 
more time with their newborn children 
the Start Early Advocacy Agenda 
included a First Year at Home program. 



which will provide a direct subsidy (in 
lieu of child care assistance) to families 
who qualify for the state’s subsidized 
child care program. The bill - sponsored 
by Senator Dave Syverson and 
Representative Andrea Moore - was 
approved overwhelmingly by both 
chambers. Before the First Year at Home 
program can be implemented. Governor 
Ryan must sign the law and specific 
funding must be designated. 

dhild Cair® Accirtdo'Sa'Sioini 

Left behind but not forgotten is the 
Child Care Accreditation proposal, 
which would have provided financial 
support for child care homes and cen- 
ters, helping them seek and sustain 
accreditation from one of the recognized 
national professional associations. The 
legislation, sponsored by Representative 
Elizabeth Coulsen and Senator 
Christine Rodogno, would have sup- 
ported homes and centers in their 
efforts to earn accreditation, and would 
have been a major step toward improv- 
ing the overall quality of child care in 
Illinois. The accreditation legislation 
was passed by the House of 
Representatives, but was not considered 
in the Senate. 



With help from advocates, parents, 
providers*^and the Illinois Department of 
Human Services, state lawmakers adopted 
a significant rewrite of the statute govern- 
ing early intervention services. Sponsored 
by Senator Laura Kent Donahue and 
Representative Art Tenhouse, SB 1065 
amends current legislation to strengthen 
the early intervention system by empha- 
sizing children’s natural environments, 
broadening the definition of children eli- 
gible for Early Intervention services and 
maintaining Illinois’ commitment to serve 
children with clearly diagnosed develop- 
mental delays as well as those who are at 
risk of delay. The new law passed both 
chambers and now awaits Governor 
Ryan’s signature. 




Working with advocates around the state. 
Voices helped the Ryan Administration 
recognize several problems in the 
KidCare child health insurance program 
that was launched last year. As a result, in 
April the Governor introduced a new, 
simpler KidCare application and a broad 
outreach program designed to help more 
children of low-income working families 
benefit from preventive health care. ^ 
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Lorraine Barba, 

Chair 

Kenilworth 

Michael D. Freeborn, 
Vice Chair 
Barrington 

Jeanne Crowley, 
Secretary 
Chicago 

Margaret R. Blackshere 
Park Ridge 
Eloy Burdaga 
Chicago 

James J. Glasser 
Chicago 

Lynn Prothro House 
Payson 

Larry Jones, M.D. 

Harrisburg 
Frank Kopecky 
Springfield 
Betty Lazarus 
Urbana 
Vivian Leith 
Winnetfea 
Betsy G. Levisay 
Chicago 
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Dianne Meeks 
Carbondale 

I James J. Mitchell 111 
Frankfort 
j Lynn Montei 
Elmhurst 
I Martin Nesbitt 
Chicago 
j Jean Osborn 
Champaign 

\ Thomas H. Robinson 
Moline 

i Nancy RonquiUo 
Bloomington 
I Nancy Schulte 
Chicago 
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Chicago 

; Brazilian Thurman 
DeKalb 
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I Bonnie Wheeler 
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I Robert L. Wolters 
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Wc’vc moved. . . but not far! 

Voices for Illinois Childrett has 
moved to a new location in our 
building. Our new address is 

208 South LaSalle Street, 

Suite 1490 

Chicago, Illinois 60604-1103 

Our telephone and fax lines 
have not changed. 
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The Voices newsletter 
is designed ly David Eisendrath 
and printed by Distinctive Impressions, Inc. 
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Bonita L. Johnson Denise Tisdale 
Kristen Masse Jan Vanek 
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Important Victories for the Start Early Agenda 



Voices for Illinois Children and a long list of 
other advocacy groups collaborated this 
spring to make sure children were a priority 
in Springfield. And, even though the Illinois 
FIRST infrastructure program and other legis- 
lation seemed to grab most of the headlines, 
the Start Early Advocacy Agenda resulted in 
very important progress for children and fam- 
ilies in Illinois. 

“We can be proud of the gains we made by 
working together this spring,” said Voices 
President Jerry Stermer. “In addition to impor- 
tant victories in the early childhood arena, the 
Illinois FIRST program should yield really tan- 
gible benefits for children and families. School 
construction and rehab, improved roads and 
mass transit and the increase in job opportu- 
nities should all spell progress for Illinois fam- 
ilies. While we would have preferred the idea 
of graduated fees for auto registration in the 
financing of Illinois FIRST, we nevertheless 
think this program will be good for Illinois. 
And happily, the legislature adopted the lion’s 
share of our Stait Early Agenda, which is very 
good news for Illinois children.” 

[Eii?Dy ClhiDlldlhi@®d idIUlsa■5D@lf^ 

The legislature approved an $18 million 








Governor George Ryan introduces the new KidCare 
application - a key element of the 
Start Early Advocacy Agenda. 

increase in funding for the Early 
Childhood Education Block Grant man- 
aged by the Illinois State Board of 
Education. This 12% increase goes far 
beyond the 5% boost originally proposed 
by Governor Ryan. Many legislators from 
both sides of the aisle went the extra mile 
to make this critical expansion possible. 

While they strongly endorsed school- 
(See AGENDA on page ii) 



American Academy of Pediatrics, 

Illinois Chapter 
Chicago Lawyers’ Committee 
for Civil Rights Under Law 
Child Abuse Council of Moline 
Children’s Home and 
Aid Society of Illinois 
Childrenls Memorial Hospital 
Day Care Action Council of Illinois 
Designs for Change 
El Valor 
Family Focus 
H^itiand Alliance 
Illinois Action for Children 
Illinois Association for 
Infant Mental Health 
Illinois A^odadon for the 
Education of Young Children 
Illinois Eduatdon Association 
Illinois Maternal and 
Child Health Coalition 
Illinois PIA 

Illinois Primary Health Care Association 
Kids PEPP - A Joint Project of Family 
Focus & the Ounce of Prevention Fund 
League of Women Voters of Illinois 
LUDA (Large Unit District Association) 
Lutheran General Children^ Day Care, 
AdvocateHealth 

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois 
National Association o( Social Workers, 
Illinois Chapter 

National Couiicil of Jewish Women 
The Center for Early Childhood 
Leadership at National-Louis 
University 

Parents United for Responsible Education 
Prevent Child Abuse Illinois 
Protestants for the Common Good 
United Way of Illinois 
Voices for Illinois Children 
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Kids Share: 



Start Early Conference 
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For the next 25 years, Illinois will 
receive $9.1 billion - about $350 
million each year - through the 
landmark legal settlement that 
included 46 states and 5 tobacco 
companies. 

This settlement has created a his- 
toric opportunity to improve the lives 
of Illinois children, and a new coali- 
tion called Kids Share wants to 
ensure that Illinois makes the most of 
the opportunity. 

More than 50 Illinois organiza- 
tions make up Kids Share, which 
want to invest 50% of the tobacco 
settlement funds (about $175 mil- 
lion per year) in community-driven 
initiatives that encourage children 
and youth to make good life choices 
- like avoiding tobacco, alcohol, 
drugs and violence - and reaching 
their full potential. 

“We have always known that pro- 
grams for children and youth help lay 
the foundation for healthy develop- 
ment. However, many of these com- 
munity programs are in crisis,” said 
Voices for Illinois Children 
Community Advocacy Associate Kim 
Fitzgerald. “The U.S. General 
Accounting Office estimates that in 
the year 2002, the current school-age 
child care supply will meet as little as 
25% of the demand in some urban 
areas. The tobacco settlement funds 
would help ensure that the programs 
are properly staffed, and available for 
kids around the state.” 

The organizations in the Kids Share 
coalition serve communities through- 
out Illinois, and have seen first hand 
O nefits of quality programs. They 
(See KIDS SHARE on page 4) 
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I On October Voices held the first Start Early: Learning Begins at Birth 
Professional Development Conference. Over 450 early childhood educators, pro- 
fessionals and community leaders attended the one-day event at the Standard Club 
in Chicago. 

Alicia F Lieberman, pro- 
fessor of psychology at the 
University of California in 
San Francisco and author 
of The Emotional Life of the 
Toddler, was the keynote 
speaker. 

Dr. Lieberman spoke on 
the importance of respond- 
ing to children, even 
' though we may not fully 

j understand them, as well as 

the necessity of quality 
I child care and its long term 

I effect on society. “The 

question, is child care detri- 
mental to the child’s relationship with parents should be turned on its head,” said 
Dr. Lieberman. She suggested that the question become; “What are the emotional 
costs to the child of not providing adequate substitute care when both parents 
work out of the home?” 

Another speaker at the conference was Phillip Jackson, Chief Executive Officer 
of the Chicago Housing Authority. Jackson emphasized the significant role that 
parents play in the early development of their child. He also talked about the need 
for community organizations to have the tools that allow them to better serve 
parents and their children. 

Conference participants also heard from the recipient of the Voices for Illinois 
Children Leadership Award, Howard Peters, Secretary of the Illinois Department 
of Human Services. Mr. Peters has been a pivotal leader in the effort to consolidate 
human service programs in Illinois, and to give families better access to services. 
He has led the effort to increase the availability of child care subsidies for working 
families, and championed the establishment of the Healthy Families program. 
: Peters has also played a key role in the development of the welfare reform program. 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families. (See start early on page n) 

! __ _ 

I I The McCormick Tribune Foundation has agreed to continue support for 

! ' the next two years of the Start Early: Learning Begins at Birth Campaign, 

j The Foundation has awarded Voices for Illinois Children with a 4.5 million 
dollar grant which will support distribution of Start Early materials in 
! Chicago and six other communities. The grant will allow Voices to 
continue promoting the importance of early brain development and to 
! launch the new Start Early: Learning begins at Birth integrated media and 
j I public awareness campaign. The campaign will focus on bringing new 

I I j consciousness among communities and policymakers in Illinois. 
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Voices Chair Lorraine Barba, Voices Leadership Award Recipient 
Howard Peters and Voices President Jerry Stermer. 




Providing the 
Kids Share 



“Healthy and 
well-adjusted kids 
are essential to the 
Jiiture of our state.” 



A Column from Voices* President Jerome Stermer 

The recent settlement between 46 states and five tobacco com- 
panies will bring a lot of money to the state of Illinois. It will also 
bring a lot of questions about the wisest ways to invest that 
money 

Over the next 25 years, Illinois will receive more than $9 bil- 
lion from the tobacco settlement. Several dozen organizations 
have joined together in a coalition called Kids Share to encourage 
Illinois policy makers to make the most of this opportunity by 
using some of the tobacco funds to support community programs 
that make a difference in the lives of children. 

Kids Share proposes that Illinois invest 50 percent of the tobac- 
co settlement proceeds into community-driven initiatives for 
children and families, such as quality child care and after-school 
programs that help keep kids on a path toward success. 

The Kids Share plan makes sense because these community programs are 
a wise - and desperately needed - investment. These programs help kids get 
a good start in life, but in far too many communities they are understaffed 
and underfunded. We have an opportunity to provide communities with 
better and more consistent funding, and we should take advantage of it. 

The Kids Share plan would help kids and communities by investing in 
two areas - innovation and infrastructure. By focusing on innovation. Kids 
Share will support new efforts and ideas that have developed through col- 
laboration at the community level. Under the Kids Share proposal, after- 
school and early childhood programs could improve both their quality and 
availability. 

Another essential focus of Kids Share is infrastructure. Many community 
programs are barely able to provide their own operating budgets each 
month. By helping organizations make more reliable arrangements for 
staffing and facilities. Kids Share will ensure that they are able to maintain 
a long-term presence in the communities they serve. 

Kids Share envisions a new, independent fund for community programs 
that would be responsive to collaborative proposals for innovation and 
infrastructure. Whether or not the legislature decides to put some of the set- 
tlement funds in a trust fund for later use, Illinois policy makers would be 
wise to earmark a substantial portion of the proceeds for children. 

Healthy and well-adjusted kids are essential to the future of our state. 
Parents play the first and most important role in raising healthy kids, but as 
the article on page one outlines, quality community programs can make an 
important contribution as well. 

If Illinois is serious about helping kids. Kids Share is the wisest invest- 
ment strategy for the tobacco settlement. It will help many more kids live 
long and productive lives, and it will make our state a much healthier place 
in the long run. 
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The southern region of IFPN is rapidly growing with 
an average of 10 new members a month and 4 upcom- 
ing conferences. The first conference on November 3'^^ 
will help parents and agencies motivate family leader- 
ship in southern Illinois, while focusing on issues of 
family and cultural diversity. 

If you’re interested in joining the southern chapter of 
the IFPN or would like to attend the November 3'*^ 
“Family and Cultural Diversity” conference, please 

contact Darline Johnson at 618-594-4473. 

O 
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Encouraging 
the "Family Voice” 

Recognizing that too many local and state policy decisions do 
not adequately reflect the needs of children, the Illinois 
Family Partnership Network (IFPN) - a network of parents, 
human service organizations, state agencies and advocates - 
was created to help parents develop a leading voice in Illinois. 
Since the founding of IFPN in 1998, its members have joined 
together to build more effective ways of involving parents in 
regional and state policies and decision-making. 

“IFPN encourages family involvement because parent opin- 
ions are fundamental to improving the outcomes for children, 
and because family voices are critical in designing successful 
programs and policies for children,” said Gaylord Gieseke, 
senior projects director for Voices for Illinois Children, an 
IFPN partner organization. 

IFPN uses the resources of its members and partner organi- 
zations to connect families to leadership opportunities, com- 
munity resources, and other parent leaders across the state. 
The parents help teach agencies and organizations how to 
develop effective partnerships with family leaders. The parent 
voices also help agencies know what parents need in their 
lives, and what policies and programs work best for them. 

The IFPN focuses on developing structures to support and 
nurture parent and family leadership, based on the following 
beliefs: 

® Parents have many interests in common, and will support 
each other on issues that affect children. 

o Active parent and family leaders are needed in many are- 
nas in order to build strong communities and support 
families. 

In June, IFPN held “Get Connected,” a regional conference in 
Aurora, drawing parents and IFPN partners from northern 
Illinois. The conference - which was conducted in English 
and Spanish - included workshops on building learning 
opportunities for families in the community and how to bet- 
ter understand family rights. The event also stimulated dis- 
cussions on leadership roles parents can take in their com- 
munities. 

In the same month, IFPN held a regional conference in 
Mount Vernon, and hosted a reception as part of the “Building 
on our Strengths, Families, Schools, and Communities” con- 
ference, sponsored by the Central Region Illinois State Board 
of Education and the Department of Children and Eamily 
Services Educational Access Project. 

More than 150 people attended these events, underscoring 
how interested parents are in the parent leadership efforts in 
other communities. “Parents want to hear about the success- 
es of other parents, the obstacles they have encountered, and 
how they are overcoming them,” said Conference 
Coordinator Cynthia Vessel. “Often, this type of interaction is 
the best encouragement.” 

The next IFPN regional conference will be held November . 
13‘^ in Chicago. Workshops for parents will include subjects 
from how to become an effective advocate to how to improve 
sibling relationships. IFPN plans to hold other regional con- 
ferences around the state in the next few months. ❖ 

For more information about IFPN, 

CONTACT Cynthia Vessel at 312-516-5559. 
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know that research shows how quality child 
care and youth programs help children build 
self-esteem and confidence, and increase the 
chances that they grow up healthy 
An example is the research conducted at 
the High/Scope Perry Preschool in Michigan, 
which provided one of the longest assess- 
ments of the effects of early childhood inter- 
vention. The study followed 123 high-risk 
3- and 4-year-olds: Some of the kids partici- 
pated in a high quality, active learning 
program, the others did not. By age 27, high 
quality early learning participants had signif- 
icantly lower rates of current and past welfare 
utilization, criminal activity, and teen preg- 
nancy Employment rates and earnings were 
also correspondingly higher for early learning 
program participants. 

Kids Share also notes that comprehensive 
after-school programs will help promote 
health, prevent teen smoking and curb youth 
violence. Research has shown that 13-year 
olds left home alone are significantly more 
likely to smoke cigarettes, drink alcohol and 
experiment with drugs than those who par- 
ticipate in constructive after-school pro- 
grams. FBI data also reveal that violent juve- 
nile crimes triple in the hour after the school 
bell rings. After-school programs have helped 
cut crime by as much as 40 to 75 percent in 
some high-crime neighborhoods. 

By supporting healthy environments that 
will help children and youth make responsible 
decisions, Kids Share proposes that the tobac- 
co settlement be used to deter children from 
picking up cigarettes in the first place. ^ 

To JOIN THE Kids Share coalition, 

CONTACT Kim Fitzgerald at 
312-516-5557. 



Tlie Tobacco 
Settlement in 
Other States 

KANSAS established the Kansas 
Endowment for Youth (KEY) 
Fund, and will deposit 100% of the 
tobacco settlement into the fund. 
The KEY Fund will support the 
Children’s Initiatives Fund, which 
will be used for services, projects, 
the physical and mental health, 
welfare, safety, and overall well- 
being of Kansas children. 

ALABAMA created the Children’s 
First Trust Fund, to support broad- 
based, comprehensive approaches 
to children’s development. 

FLORIDA announced the Lawton 
Chiles Endowment Fund for 
Children and Elders to fund 
programs with almost $2 billion of 
the tobacco funds. Funds will be 
allocated for the Healthy Families 
program, children’s health care, 
child welfare and community 
based initiatives. 

ALASKA is proposing “Smart Start 
for Alaska’s Children” to improve 
children’s lives through improving 
health care, increasing the number 
of home visiting and child protective 
services, and expanding Head Start. 



In August, 2 teens testified to an Illinois Senate Committee considering plans for the 
tobacco settlement, and talked about how community programs had helped them: 

“When I learned I was pregnant, I was 15 years old. I didn't know what I was going to do. I 
had no family members who could help me watch my baby. I thought I would have to drop out 
of high school, but fortunately for me there was an Early Head Start program in my school. 
Staff at the program not only took care of my baby while I went to classes, but also worked with 
me to learn how to help my child be healthy happy and develop well. The program taught me 
parenting skills and connected me to other community resources.” 

Anastasia Hiller, 

teen parent from Earfy Head Start (CEDA) 

“Homework Hangout was one of the few things that helped me stay off the streets. For 5 
years it provided a safe place to spend time and a place to develop my motivational skills. 
Homework Hangout is still part of my life - 1 now attend college and return to Homework 
Hangout to work and volunteer.” 

Stephan Dawson, 

tern from Homework Hangout in Decatur 
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Kids Share 

Members 

American Academy of Pediatrics 

- Illinois Chapter 
Aurora University 

Black Child Development Institute 
Chicago Affiliate 
Bethel New Life 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Chicago 
Catholic Charities 
Central Illinois Economic 
Development Corporation 
Chicago Area Project 
Chicago MOST Initiative 
Chicago Youth Agency Partnership 
Child Abuse Council 
Child Care Association of Illinois 
Child Care Coalition of Lake County 
Chicago Children’s Choir 
Chicago Metropolitan Association for the 
Education of Young Children 
Chicago Youth & Community Services 
Children’s Development Center 
Children’s Home and Aid Society of Illinois 
Circles of Learning 
City of Chicago - Mayor’s Office 
Community Coordinated Child Care - DeKalb 
Community & Economic Development 
Association of Cook County, Inc. (CEDA) 
Day Care Action Council of Illinois 
Department of Human Services 

- Office of Family Health, Bureau for 
Maternal and Infant Health 

DuPage County Health Department 
Early Childhood Provider Network 
Edgar County Children’s Home 
Fayette County Child Care Corporation 
Fight Crime: Invest in Kids Illinois 
Highland Park - Highwood 
Home Child Care Association 
Homework Hangout 
“I Have a Dream” Foundation 
Illinois Association for the 
Education of Young Children 
Illinois’ Birth to Five PAC 
Illinois Center for Violence Prevention 
Illinois Collaboration on Youth 
Illinois Facilities Fund 
Illinois YMCAs Public Policy Committee 
Jane Addams Hull House Association 
Kiddie Kollege of Fairfield 
Lake County Family YMCA 
Little People’s Place 
Lutheran Family Mission 
Macomb Early Beginnings Program 
Marion County Child Development Center 
Medallion School Partnerships 
Metropolitan Family Services 
National Boys & Girls Clubs 
National Council of Jewish Women 
PSO Child Care Association of Illinois 
Rainbow Factory Day Care Center, Inc. 

Rogy’s Child Care Centers 
Southwest Youth Collaborative 
The Ounce of Prevention Fund 
Voices for Illinois Children 
Youth Network Council 
YWCA of Metropolitan Chicago 
YWCA of McLean County 
19th District YouthNet 

And growing.. 
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A Call to Action 




The Charter for Illinois Children continues to gain strength 
and momentum, thanks to individuals and organizations 
across the state. Various groups have taken the Charter to 
their communities and are beginning to use it to unite 
people behind its vision and goals. These local actions are 
building awareness of our shared responsibilities towards 
the children and families of Illinois. 

Local efforts involving the Charter: 

o Prevent Child Abuse - Illinois is distributing the 
Charter to participants in their state-wide conference 

o The Synod Lincoln Trans Presbyterian Church 
USA is using the Charter to guide their decisions 
about funding community programs 

o The Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is in Skokie 
plans to use the Charter as an educational 
tool when working with its members and 
the general public 

o The Elmhurst Evening Women’s Club - in a 
cooperative endeavor with the Elmhurst Junior 
Women’s Club - has scheduled a day to meet 
with local organizations to encourage them to 
endorse the Charter 

o The Illinois PTA is considering using the 
Charter to increase parent involvement 
and encourage discussion 

o Project Success, Illinois Action for Children, the 
Ounce of Prevention Fund, Day Care Action 
Council, Child Care Association of Illinois, and 
the Illinois Federation of Women’s Clubs are 
distributing the Charter to all of their members 
and program sites 

Your participation - as an individual or organization - is 
vital to making the vision and goals of the Charter a reality. 
There are several ways you can join the Charter Campaign: 

o Endorse the Charter and link your efforts to a 
particular goal or vision 

o Join the “Update List” and receive e-mail or fax 
bulletins about how communities are using the 
Charter and suggestions for linking your efforts 
with the Campaign 

o Become part of the official launch of the Charter 
this winter 

o Let other people and organizations in your 
community know about the Charter - present the 
Charter to a local youth, parent or church group, 
business or civic organization ^ 



See the Charter on pages 6 and 7. 

To JOIN THE Campaign or learn about what may be 

HAPPENING IN YOUR COMMUNITY, CONTACT KiM FITZGERALD 

AT 312-516-5557 OR e-mail kfitzgerald@voices4kids.org. 



Croups and Organizations That Have 
Endorsed the Charter for Il linois Children 

THE CHARTER FOR 

ILLINOIS CHILDREN 
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Anna Btxby Women’s Center 

Cahokia Unit School District, Early 
Learning Facility 

Chicago Area Project 

Chicago Bar Foundation 

Chicago Council on Urban Affairs 

Chicago Panel on School Policy 

Chicago Youth Agency Partnership 

Child Care Association of Illinois 

Children and Family Forum of 
Jo Daviess County 

Children’s Discovety Museum 
of Central Illinois 

Community Crisis Center 

Community Extension Project, Inc. 

Community Family Service 

Day Care Action Council 

Division of Specialized Care for 
Children, UlC 

DuPage County Health Dept. 

Early Beginnings lYogram 
Easter Seals of Illinois 
Ecumenical Child Care Network 
El Valor 

Elmhurst Commission on Youth 
Erikson Institute 
Familynest 

Girls Scouts of DuPage County 
Golden Corridor AEYC 
Greater DuPage MYM 
HAVEN 

Heartland Head Start 
Hope for the Children 
Horizons Children’s Center 
Illinois Action for Children 
Illinois AEYC 

Illinois Assoc, of Private Schools for 
Exceptional Children 

Illinois Council 
on Family Relations 

Illinois Education Association-NEA 

Illinois Federation of Teachers 

Illinois Federation of Women’s Clubs 



Illinois Learning Partnership 

Illinois Parent Teacher Association 

Illinois Public Health Association 

Illinois Center for Violence 
Prevention 

Institute on Disabilities and Human 
Development, UlC 

Jo Daviess County Health 
Department 

Lawrence Hall Youth Services 

League of Women Voters 

Loyola ChildLaw Center 

Lyons Township Prevention 
Task Force 

Marcy-Newberry Association 

Marwen Foundation 

McCormick Tribune Foundation 

Ounce of Prevention Fund 

Partners in Parenting 

Pledge for Life Partnership 

Poshard Foundation 
for Abused Children 

Prevent Child Abuse Illinois 

Project Success/5tate\vide 

Project SuccessAVinnebago County 
Health Department 

Prefect Success/ 

Chestnut Health Systems 

Rainbows of Fun Child Care Center/ 
The Blackful Development Corp 

Reading is Fundamental 

Shawnee Adolescent Health Center 

South Chicago Consortium 

Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha’is of Skolde, IL 

Springfield Community Federation 

Synod Lincoln Trails, 

Presbyterian Church USA 

Transforming Communities 

United Way of Rock River Valley 

University Professionals of Illinois 

Voices for Illinois Children 

YMG% Public Policy Committee 
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We are committed to the well being of evety child. All chil- 
dren, regardless of circumstances, are vital to the preserva- 
tion of a vigorous democracy. For children to prosper, we 
must meet all their basic needs. We must nurture each child 
through the full and active participation of families and the 
broader community, including neighborhoods, schools, busi- 
ness, faith communities and government. When children 
realize their potential and fulfill their dreams, our commu- 
nities flourish and we are enriched beyond measure. 

We believe in these values and principles and commit to work 
together to secure the goals of this charter for all the children 
of Illinois: 

Childhood is a sacred time that should be nurtured, celebrated and preserved. 

Children’s basic needs are family, safety, education, health, economic security and arts, recreation and culture. 

All children need to know they belong to loving families and caring communities. 

Just as families must support children, communities must support families, 
and government and business must support both. 

All children deserve safe homes, safe schools and safe communities. 

Our children’s sense of hope and possibility requires equal access to appropriate resources. 

Children are prepared for the future when we teach them and they learn to honor and respect diversity. 

As children mature, we must seek their voices, engage them, and recognize the freedom 
they need to shape their destinies. 

Children can learn from their mistakes. They deserve systems that give them that opportunity. 

Each child is unique. 

Every child is entitled to respect. 

We must never give up on any child. 




OUR VISION: All children are part of loving and safe families. All segments of society share responsibility for supporting fami- 
lies in raising their children and future generations. 

GOALS: Protect the dignity and value the diversity of every family 

Respect and preserve the child’s bond with parents, family and community 
Support children’s moral, spiritual, and ethical development 

Provide families with the skills, knowledge and resources to develop, support and sustain loving homes 
Empower families to balance the demands of parenting, work and education 

Encourage parents to be active in the democratic process and promote the interests of children and families 

OUR VISION: All children receive, as a right, free quality education that fosters their intellectual, social, emotional, physical, spir- 
itual, cultural and creative development. 

GOALS: Foster learning beginning at birth 

Respect and support family as the child’s first teacher 

Value and invest in teachers as a key component of every child’s development 

Create an educational system that is a partnership of family, community, and school 

Respect and provide for each child’s differences and capacities to learn 

Support an equitable, fully-funded system that prepares every child for life-long learning 

Provide safe, excellent, well-funded schools in every community 

Develop the use of schools as community resources during and beyond school hours 

Teach children to understand and respect diversity, multiple cultures and languages, and a global perspective 



THE CHARTER FOR 

I LLIN OIS CHILDREN 
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OUR VISION: All children can express and celebrate their souls and spirits through arts, culture and recreation. Children have 
open time to dream, play and create. 

GOALS: Integrate arts, culture and recreation into the core curriculum of education 
Provide access to a wide variety of affordable, quality arts, culture and 
recreational programs for children of all ages 



Create ongoing opportunities to discover, recover, preserve and celebrate traditions across cultures 
Ensure that museums, libraries, parks and diverse cultural resources are accessible to all children 



OUR VISION: Every child lives in a physically and emotionally safe environment that cultivates acceptance and peace. 
GOALS: Promote and ensure safe, non-violent family and community environments 



Protect children from the dangers confronting them 
Eliminate children’s access to handguns 

Teach and practice conflict resolution in all segments of society 

Promote social justice through the elimination of prejudice and discrimination 

Invest in prevention and intervention programs through legislation, funding, evaluation and research 
Increase safe indoor and outdoor neighborhood recreational activities 
Promote non-violent, positive images that reflect diversity 

Ensure equal protection and due process of law for all children and youth in a system 
which recognizes their differing capacities and promotes rehabilitation and learning 



Ensure quality prenatal care is available for all 

Implement an effective health and nutrition education curriculum 

Provide integrated, accessible and high quality mental health care 

Focus on prevention as a key to preserving the health and well-being of children 

Develop partnerships for clean air, water, land and a healthy ecosystem 



OUR VISION: All children have economic security and economic justice: Meaning access to food, clothing, transportation and 
safe, affordable housing, and that all families have equal opportunities to provide these basic economic needs. 

GOALS: Provide family-friendly policies in the workplace 



Develop a fair tax policy 

Cultivate marketable job skills through training and education 
Provide accessible, affordable, high-quality child care 
Promote corporate partnerships that strengthen communities 
Provide economic security through government initiatives for the 
children whose parents cannot support them 
Enhance access to jobs through sound policies for housing and transportation 





OUR VISION: Every child and family is guaranteed quality, comprehensive health care. All children live in a healthy envi- 
ronment that allows them to thrive. 

GOALS: Ensure that no children go hungry 
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The Illinois 
Fatherhood 
Initiative has 
published the new 
Illinois Fathers 
Resource Guide. 
The guide focuses 
on the rights, 
responsibilities, 
and rewards of 
fatherhood. This 
helpful source 
offers parenting 
tips, resources 
for assistance, 
and suggestions 
for developing 
father-friendly 
environments 
and programs. 



The Illinois Fatherhood Initiative has been 
dedicated to raising awareness about the 
important role that men play in the lives of 
their children - helping men become better 
father figures. 



To receive more information or join 
the Illinois Fatherhood Initiative, 
call 1-800-996-DADS or visit 
WWW. 4fa thers . or g . 



SAVE THE DATE 

Start Ear ly 

5K/10KRUN 

Sunday, 

April 9, 2000 

Voices 3rd Annual 5K Pledge 
Run & Walk/lOK Run. 

This annual event is held along 
Chicago’s beautiful lakefront. 

To learn more about this event 
or to volunteer, contact 
Jim Perry at (312) 516-5552 or 
e- mail j per ry@voi ces4 ki d s . o rg 
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Courtesy of US. News & World Report 



Birth 



At less than a pound, a 
newborn brain is one 
third the size of an 
adult’s, and trillions of its 
neural connections 
remain complete. 



Brain synapses reach 
maximum density in 
areas that control vision. 
Babies distinguish colors 
well and track 
movement smoothly. 



12 Months 

The hippocampus, seat 
of memory, has matured 
enough for toddlers to 
be able to recall events 
that happened a few 
minutes earlier. 



The child’s longer 
attention span and ability 
to plan and carry out a 
course of action hint at 
the emerging talents of 
the prefrontal cortex. 



6 Months 

Growth in the brain area 
that makes it possible to 
understand and produce 
speech is in full swing. 
Babies start imitating 
sounds. 
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Mont^ 

With increased 
brainpower at their 
disposal and experience 
navigating the world 
toddlers can find hidden 
^ings on their own. 
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Illinois Advocates Develop Creative 
Programs for Kids, Teens S Parents 




The Digital Schoolhouse Foundation is 
a non-profit organization giving kids 
the opportunity to become 
part of the new and excit- 
ing world of technology. 

The foundation, funded 
exclusively by the soft 
ware developer Computer Associates, focuses on children and teachers 
in low-income communities - where public schools often don’t have 
access to technology. 

Digital Schoolhouse provides students and teachers with hands- 
on Internet training and personal interaction with high-tech pro- 
fessionals. A main goal of the program and its unique Web site is 
to turn kids on to the power and fun of technology at a young age. 

For more information on the Digital Schoolhouse visit the 

OFFICIAL WEB SITE AT WWW.DlGlTALSCHOOLHOUSE.COM 

OR CONTACT DiANE Kastiel AT 630-620-5000. 




Brenda Baker recently joined 
Voices as Start Early Program 
Associate. Baker will be 
responsible for building and 
maintaining relationships 
with Start Early partner 
agencies in Chicago. She will 
also hold Start Early trainings 
with Chicago partners, and 
help develop new materials 
for the Start Early campaign. 

Baker has worked for thirteen years with children 
and families. 

Yahaira Familia recently 
joined Voices as Commu- 
nications Associate. Familia 
will be working v^th a variety 
of public awareness and grass- 
roots communications cam- 
paigns. She will also help 
design and implement strate- 
gies to increase awareness of 
new programs. Familia attend- 
ed Loyola University, receiving 
a degree in Communications. 





Since its creation in 1997, 
the Motivated Moms 
Program has housed over 
35 homeless or near 
homeless teens and their 
children. The collabora- 
tive effort of Best Interest 
of Children and the 
Children’s Home & Aid 
Society of Illinois aims to 
meet the needs of home- 
less teen parents and 
their children in 
Champaign, Ford, and 
Iroquois counties. 

The program was created to provide emergency shelter and tran- 
sitional living arrangements within the community, when teen par- 
ents can no longer be reunited with their families. The Motivated 
Moms Program recognizes that the first three years of a child’s life 
are critical, and makes a special effort to help moms with very 
young children move to self-sufficiency. 




Participants of the Professional and Cultural 
Development Weekend, held by Best Interest of 
Children and Children’s Home £ Aid Society. 



Amy Gifford recently joined 
Voices as Start Early Program 
Associate. Gifford will be 
responsible for building and 
maintaining relationships 
with Start Early partner 
agencies statewide. Prior to 
Voices, she received a Masters 
of Social Work from 
Washington University in St. 
Louis and brings two years of 
social work experience. 




Eva Hernandez recently 
joined Voices as Administrative 
Assistant, and v^ll help provide 
effective external communica- 
tions to Voices’ Board, commit- 
tees and the general public. She 
brings with her clerical experi- 
ence from the Cook County 
Circuit Court and managerial 
editing experience from her 
school paper. 




The Albany Park Community Center in Chicago was awarded an 
Illinois Prevention 2000 grant called Communities CAN. The 
grant will be used towards a "Li/e Skills Training” program that will 
educate both youth and parents on the dangers of alcohol, tobac- 
co, and drug abuse. 

The "Li/e Skills Training” encourages family bonding, peer sup- 
port, and the constant development of parenting skills. Families 
are taught how to handle stress and anxiety, and how to manage 
family conflict. The program provides parents and youth \vith 
skills that will be essential in fostering a drug-free family. 



If you know a person or a 

GROUP THAT YOU THINK SHOULD BE 
RECOGNIZED FOR GREAT ADVOCACY 
EFFORTS, CALL YAHAIRA FaMILIA 

AT (312) 516-5564. 

Voices for Illinois Children 
NETWORK NEWS 
208 S. LaSalle Si., Suite: 1490 
Chicago, IL 60604 
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Businesses, Foundations 
£ Corporations 

AAR Corp. 

Allegiance Corporation 

Alphagraphics 

AON Corporation 

Arie & Ida Crown Memorial 

Ariel Capital 

Management, Inc. 

Arthur Andersen 
Bank One Corporation 
Best Buy 

Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation 
CDW Computer Centers Inc. 
CNA Insurance Companies 
Community Memorial 
Foundation 
GATX Corporation 
Harris Trust & Savings Bank 
Hopkins & Sutter Charitable 
Foundation 

Household International, Inc. 
Kenneth E & Harle G. 

Montgomery Foundation 
Market Insights, Inc. 
McDonald’s Corporation 
Mesirow Financial 
Molex, Inc. 

Nicor Inc. 

Northern Trust Company 
Oil-Dri Corporation 
of America 
Panasonic Company 
Schwarz Paper Company 
South Shore Bank 
The Annie E. Casey 
Eoundation 
The Chicago 

Community Trust 
The Eield Eoundation 
of Illinois, Inc. 

The Harris Eoundation 
The Kenneth Douglass 
Eoundation 
Tribune Company 
U. S. Can Eoundation 
Wheels, Inc. 

William Blair and 
Company LLP 



In-Kind Contributions 

Adler Planetarium 
Alphagraphics 
American Airlines 
American Theatre Mango 
Restaurant 

Annie Lee & Eriends Art 
Gallery 
Anonymous 
Arts & Artisans, Ltd. 
Athenaeum Theatre 
Bailiwick Repertory 
Bella Donna 
Bill Cosby 
Blackhawk Lodge 
Blockbuster 

Entertainment Corp. 
Blues Chicago 
Michael Bolton 
Borders 



Bravo Restaurants, Inc. 
Breadsmith 
Bubba Gump Shrimp 
Company 

Buddy Guy’s Legend 
Build-A-Bear Workshop 
Calypso Cafe 
Carousel Eare, Ltd. 
Patricia A. Casey 
Center Theater Ensemble 
Chicago Bears 
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Chicago Opera Theater 
Chicago Symphony 
Classic Cinemas, 

Willis Johnson 
Pat Cofllin-Huss 
Court Theatre 
Courtrights 
Cradles of Distinction 
Hilary Denk 
Desks, Inc. 

Dixie Kitchen & Bait Shop 
Doubletree 

Doubletree Club Hotel O’Hare 
Doubletree Guest Suites Hotel 
Doubletree Guest Suites 
Melanie Douglas 
Dream Interiors, Inc. 

Drink 

El jardin Restaurant 
Elizabeth Adams Skin 
Care Clinic 
Pounders Hill 
Prank Lloyd Wright 
Home & Studio 
Frontera Grill 
Harris Bank 
Tom jelen 
Tony Kemp 
La Crepe rie 

Lakeshore Learning Materials 

Tom Laydon 

Leona’s 

Lifeline Theatre 

Lincoln Park Zoo 

James J. & Linda Mitchell 

Jonathan William Mosely 

Kingston Mines 

Nancy Lopez 

Maximum Profile Group 

Melvin B’s 

Midland Hotel 

Mulberry Street 

Museum of Contemporary Art 

NAYA Water 

Northlight Theatre 

Odyssey 

Old Town School of Folk 
Music 
Panasonic 
Panoramic Images 
Papyrus @ the Rookery 
James E. Perry 
Bill Bell & Lee Phillips 
Pleasant Company 
Pottery Bam 
Mrs. George Ryan 
Rainforest Cafe 
Ritz Camera Center 
Russian Tea Time 
Meson Sabika 
Seiko 

Shear Madness 
Sheraton Chicago Hotel & 
Towers 
Six Flags 
Sony 

Southwest Airlines 
Starbucks 

Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company 

Nancy A. Stevenson 
Patrick Stewart 
Maureen Stimming 
Stuart Rodgers 
Sybaris 

Szechwan East 

The Fire Place Inn 

The Flower Firm 

The Savvy Traveller 

The Second City 

The Tinder Box by Knowles 

Tiffany & Co. 

Tony N’ Tina’s Wedding 
Michael P Turco 
Tutto Italiano 



Fred Venrick 
Vertels 

WLS-TV Channel 7 
Zanies Comedy Nite Club 



Individuals, Croups 
£ Associations 

Judith A. Allen 
Dan Alpen 
Sharon Z. Alter 
Harriet Ancel 
Anonymous 

Athens Area Child Abuse 
Prevention Council, Inc. 
Candace E Austin 
Deborah & Donald Bach 
Rebecca Bacidore 
Isabel Baker 
Lorraine Barba 
Elizabeth H. Bennett 
Charlene Bennington 
Jay E. Berkelhamer, M.D. 
George Bernstein 
Heidi K. Biederman 
Jeanette & James Bitter 
Sue Blackman 
Margaret R. Blackshere 
Judith & Philip Block 
Bluffs P re Kindergarten 
Judy & Peter Bordwell 
Jean K. Borre 
Barbara & Paul Boudreau 
Charles A. Boyle 
Nancy 6z James Brandt 
Lois & Edward Brennan 
Jill Brennan 
Maurine Brennan 
Barbara Brown 
Mary Anne Brown 
Eloy Burciaga 
Charles Bu^ 

Kenneth V Buzbee 
Hugh Calkins 
Janice Carroll 
Nancy G. Carroll 
Peter Casady 
Casey Family Services 
John W Castle 
Barbara Chasnoff 
Norma K. Chesney 
Chicago Area Combined 
Federal Campaign 
Child Care Resource & 
Referral 

Children’s Memorial Hospital 

Micki & Anthony Chulick 

Florence & Ronald Ciskoski 

Barbara Jean Ciszek 

Ann Clayton 

Laurie Cohen 

Constance & Thomas Cole 



>ne & John Colman ^ ^ ^ /^j- & William Kaufman 
Community Behavioral Mrs. James Keefe 

Healthcare Association Pamela G Keeran 

Community Support Services Dennis & Constance Keller 
Tom Cordaro Kelly 

Jack Cramer-Heuerman Miriam Kelm 

Chri^ne & Michael Crouch Stacia & David Kemp 
n Marsha Kirchner 



Mary Easel 

Rochelle & Stephen Fernands 
Janet S. Fisher 
Laura K. Fisher 
Ruth M. Fisher 
Audrey H. Fitzgerald 
Kimberly Fitzgerald 
Robert Fitzgerald 
Maureen E. Flamm 
Lula M. Ford 
EarlJ. Frederick 
Janet W Freund 
Lara Frohlich & John Bremen 
Linda & Hal Gerber 
GFWC Illinois Federation of 
Women’s Clubs 
Helen M. Gibbons 
Gaylord 6a: William Gieseke 
Nancy 6a: Michael Gilmore 
Roxie Glasco 
Gerry & Stan Glass 
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Glasser 
Ruth 6a: Harold Goldman 
Gabriel R. Gonzalez 
Carolyn Grisko 
Delph A. Gustitus 
Jackie Haddad 
Patricia 6a: William Hagenah 
Bob Haisman 
Mary 6i A1 Harkrader 
HAVEN Youth & 

Family Services 
Dorothy Hawley 
Marsha Hawley 
Alexia Hebei 

Gordon 6a: Patricia Heitman 
Leo M. Henikoff 
Gregg Herman 
Alyce 6ijay Hirschi 
Marshall 6a: Doris Holleb 
Jane Hollis 
Susan 6a: Nic Howell 
Illinois Arts Council 
Illinois Center for Violence 
Prevention 

Illinois Department on Aging 
Illinois Education Association 
Illinois Masonic Medical 
Center 

Roberts. Ingersoll 
Adrienne Ives 

Martine 6i Michaelis Jackson 
Paula K. Jaudes, M.D. 

Barbara Kariotis Javaras 
Judith Jepsen-Popel 
Carol Johnson 6a: Gregory 
Sultan 

Rob Johnson 
Linnea 6a: Roger Johnson 
Annemarie Jones 
Donna Joyce, L.C.S.W 
Junior League of Chicago 
Karen Kaezanowski 



Rosemary Crowley 6i 
Morton Amsdorf 
Esther R Davis 
Barbara 6i Michael Davis 
Mary A. DeGroot 
Ovie M. Dent 
Leon Denton 
Deborah Diamond 
James Dinkle 
Josie O. Disterhoft 
Vera Durbin 
Msgr. John Egan 
Alvina M. Eineke 
Anne 6i Dale Eskra 
Evanston/Skokie School 
District No. 65 
Family Focus 






Sister lylarcelline Koch 
Kathleen <Sr Jerry Koeppel 
: Patricia 6i Martin Koldyke 
Jeffrey Kraus 
Fred Krehbiel 
Kermit Krueger 
LaRabida Children’s Hospital 
and Research Center 
Elisabeth Lassers 
PaulaJ. Lawson 
Betty Lazarus 
Vivian M. Leith 6i Stewart 
Hudnut 

Louella 6i Mark Levey 
Kate 6i Edward Levi 
Marion M. Lloyd 



Renee Logan 
Susan A. Lynch 
Gary E. MacDougal 
Pat Makris 

William 6i Lois Malone 
Babs Maltenfori 
Joan & Richard Mandel 
Beth & Alan Markwood 
Nancy Martin 

Mr. 6i Mrs. Frank D. Mayer Jr. 

Anthony R. McCain 

Maureen K. McKeough 

David Means 

Dianne Meeks 

Angelica 6zJose Mejia 

Wendy Mertes 

Harriet 6z Ulrich Meyer 

Zorita Mikva 

Cynthia 6z Dennis Miller 

Peggy Miller 

Elsie Mills 

Louise 6i John Mills 

Berne ice Mills-Thomas 

James J. Mitchell III 

Maria Moehle 

Jennifer J. Moen 

Monsanto Fund 

Lynn A. Montei 

Jennifer Moran 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. 

Morrow 
Nancy F Morse 
Marta Moya-Leang 
Lynn Lockwood Murphy 
Dr. Margaret O’Flynn 6i Dr. 

Alexander Muster 
Nancy J. Nagle 
Peter Nierman 6i Beth 
Joksimovic 
Irene I. Nordine 
Sessy Nyman 
Mary Joyce 6i William 
O’Connell 

Oakton Community College 
Maigaret 6i Jim Otis 
Jack Packard 
Elsa 6a: Nate Palmer 
Leslie Parello 
Patricia Hurley 6r 
Associates, Inc. 

Marla Peckler 
Ted Perzanowski ^ 

Barbara 6r Nathan PinsofJ^^ 
Nancy L. Pinzke ^ 

Joanne 6r Bret Popper 
Constance E. Porteous 
Glenn 6r Jo Poshard 
Gary Reinbold 
John E. Rhine 

Diane 6r Kevin Rodgers ! i 
Nancy Ronquillo j \ 

Karen M. Ross 
Norman Ross 
Ann Rothschild 
Renee 6r David Rowley 
Kathryn L. Russell 
Thomas Russell 6r Sarah 
Perkins 

Shirley 6r Patrick Ryan 
Betty Lu 6r Paul Saltzman 
Wayne L. Sampson 
Kathy Schaeffer 
Jean 6r Paul Seitsinger 
Midge Perlman Shafton 
Beverly 6r Charles Shaw 
Rose Mary Shepherd 
Edwin 6r Maijorie Silverman 
Mr. 6r Mrs. Marvin I, Simon 
Dannette Smith 
Leo Smith 6r Heather Steans 
Suzanne 6r Peter Smith 
Jackie Smizer 
Michael A. Sobel 
Luz Maria B. Solis 
Darcie Spar 
Gretchen Stanicke 
Lois 6r Harrison Steans 



Talmage M. Steele 
Barbara G. Stermer 
Liz 6r Jules Stiffel 
Maureen Stimming 
Sheila Stocks«Smith 6r 
Lawrence Smith 
Mr. 6r Mrs. W. Clement Stone 
Marilyn K. Straus 
Linda 6r Stephen Straus 
Diane Suciu 
John Sullivan 
Joseph R. Sullivan 
Sharon Teefey 
The County of Rock Island 
The League of Women Voten 
Jane Ann Thomas 
Gail Tittle 
Alisa R. Tucci 
Dina Tucci-Albro 
Bowen H. Tucker 
Peter Tyor 
Doris VanZandt 
Hazel M. Vespa 
Joseph F Vosickyjr. 

A1 marie Wagner 
Laurel Walker 
Joan 6r Alfred Ward 
Judith M. Ward 
Joyce Washington 
Helen R. Weigle 
Martha B. Weinfurter 
Bernice Weissbourd 
Robert Welsh 
Charlotte Wenzel 
Bonnie Wheeler 
Maria Whelan . 

Jane 6r Marvin White 
David 6r Martha Witwer 
Robert L. Wolters 
Wendy Yanow 
Ann Yoshida 
Jeanie Kendall Young 
Joyce 6r Chester Zeiss 
Shelly Zugerman 
Julie Zweigoron 



In Memory of 
Rita Hymen 

Nancy 6r Bill Nagle 



In. Honor of 
/Joan HaU 

'i Vivian M. Leith 

In Honor of 
Shirley-W/ Ryan 
Martin Koldyne 

In Honor of 
Helen Weigle 

'^Esther P Davis 



If you are not listed and 
Believe you should be or 
are listed incorrectly please 
accept our apologies and 
send a note of correction to: 



Voices for 
Illinois Children 
Development Dept. 
208 S. LaSalle St, 
Suite 1490 
Chicago, 1L 

60604-1103 



All coiTections will 
appear in subsequent 
publications. 

Thank you. 
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n (continued from front page) 

The Start Early conference was an 
opportunity for social service 
professionals to share ideas on 
innovative ways to make the most of 
their resources. They reviewed programs 
that help strengthen families by 
empowering parents, and strategies for 
supporting parent-child relationships. 

The conference also offered a variety of 
workshops, which ranged from 
promoting attachment and mutual 
growth between teen mothers, fathers, 
and their children to creating literacy 
environments for infants. 

“The conference was designed to help parents and social service professionals discover 
the resources that are available to them. It gave us a chance to share ideas with one another, 
and to develop those ideas through dialogue and conversation,” said Start Early Project 
Director Joan Vitale. “The conference was also an opportunity for us to celebrate the 
amazing contributions that parents and service providers make in the lives of children.” 

The Professional Development Conference was sponsored by Voices, Erikson Institute 
and ZERO TO THREE: The National Center for Infants, Toddlers and Families. The 
conference is part of the Start Early: Learning Begins at Birth campaign funded by the 
McCormick Tribune Foundation, with additional support from the Charles Stewart Mott 
Foundation, the Harris Foundation, and the Community Memorial Foundation. ^ 




President of Families Focus, and Board Member of Zero to Three 
Bernice Weissbourd with Keynote Speaker Alicia Lieberman. 
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Dianne Meeks 
Carbondale 

Janies J. MitcheU III j 



Lorraine Barba, 

Chair 

Kenilworth 

Michael D. Freeborn, 
Vice Chair 
Barrington 

Jeanne Crowley, 
Secretary 
Chicago 

Maigaret R. Blackshere 

Niles 

Eloy Burdaga 
Chicago 

James J. Glasser 
Lake Forest 
Lynn Prothro House 
Payson 

Larry R. Jones, M.D. 

Harrisburg 
Frank Kopecky 
Springfield 
Betty Lazarus 
Urbana 

Vivian M. Leith 
Winnetka 
Betsy L. Levisay 
Chicago 

Anthony R. McCain 
Bolingbrook 



Frankfort 

Lynn A. Montei 
Elmhurst 
Martin Nesbitt 
Chicago 
Jean Osborn 
Champaign 
Thomas H. Robinson 
Moline 

Nancy Ronquillo 
Bloomington 
Nancy Schulte 

Chicago 

Luz Maria B. Solis 

Chicago 

Brazilian Thurman 
DeKalb 

Bowen Tucker 
Arlington Heights 
Helen R. Weigle 
Highland Park 
Bonnie Wheeler 
Carterville 
Robert L. Wolters 
Hinsdale 
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President 
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Communications Associate 

Kim Fitzgerald 
Community Advocacy Associate 
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Senior Projects Director 
Amy Gifford 
Program Associate 
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Development Associate 

Eva Hernandez 
Administrative Assistant 

Brian Matakis 
Project Director 
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Director of Communications 
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Project Director 

Interns, Vbiunteers & Consultants 
Lina Cramer Dr. Maria Rudisch 

Margarita Garcia Dan Sprehe 
Gretchen Knowlton Cynthia Vessel 
Joel Kurzman Jan Vanek i 




The KidCare child health insurance pro- 
gram was launched in 1998 to serve chil- 
dren of low-income families, but many eli- 
gible children are still not enrolled. Earlier 
this year reports indicated that only 32,000 
of the 191,000 eligible children and preg- 
nant women in Illinois have enrolled in 
KidCare, which covers doctor visits, prena- 
tal care, emergency services and prescrip- 
tion drugs for families with incomes up to 
185 percent of the poverty level. 

As a result, several steps are being taken 
to expand the KidCare outreach effort: 
o On September 1 4, Governor George Ryan 
announced awards of nearly $70,000 
each to 29 community agencies and 
organizations for outreach efforts to 
locate and enroll hard-to-reach children 
and pregnant women into KidCare. 
o This year the state will spend $5 million 
on KidCare outreach, including $1.6 
million in grants to help community 
organizations, schools and congregations 
with their sign-up efforts. 
o The Chicago Public Schools received 
450,000 KidCare applications to 
distribute as part of the 1999 bach-to- 
school campaign. In November, parents 
will be able to sign up for KidCare on 
Report Card Pick-Up Day 
o The Department of Public Aid will be 
working with the Illinois Department of 
Revenue to target families that are 
income-eligible for KidCare. 

o Religious leaders in East St. Louis will be 
forming a Pastoral Network, to mobilize 
their congregations to support KidCare 
registration. 

o Representatives from pharmaceutical 
companies will distribute KidCare 
brochures to physicians. 
o The Department of Public Aid is now 
working with private insurance agents 
to build awareness of the KidCare 
Rebate option, which reimburses low- 
income parents for part of the cost of 
their private health insurance. 

° There are now a total of 507 KidCare 
registration sites around the state. 

° In collaboration with the United Way 
and the Chitago Public Libraries, 
Covering Kids Illinois will hold 
KidCare Sign-Up Day on November 
ly^from 10:00am to 2:00pm in all 78 
Chicago Public Library branches, as 
well as the libraries in DuPage and 
Macon counties. ^ 



For more information about KidCare 

AND HELP ENROLLING IN THE PROGRAM, 

CALL THE KidCare helpline 800-226-0768 
OR VISIT THE Department of Public Aid 

WEBSITE WWW.STATE.IL.US/DPA. 
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In July, Voices for Illinois Children 
launched the Start Early: Learning Begins 
at Birth parenting materials in East St. 
Louis. Over 3,000 of the innovative Start 
Early materials have been distributed to 
East St. Louis partner agencies, helping to 
ensure that thousands of young moms 
will get information they need about how 
to nurture and support their babies. 

“The importance of brain develop- 
ment and parent interaction are educa- 
tional aspects that we need to spend 
more time focusing on,” said Mary 
Rhoades, day care director of the Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House, a 
Start Early partner in East St. Louis. 
“The Start Early program and its train- 
ing have really benefited the children 
and parents that 1 already serve.” 

The launch of the East St. Louis cam- 
paign gave Voices staff a unique opportu- 
nity to meet with social service organiza- 
tions and learn about their existing pro- 
grams. “We were able to learn about the 
unique services they currently provide, 
and come up with ideas of how Start Early 
materials could be successfully integrated 
into their existing programs,” said Project 
Director Joan Vitale. 

“Partner agencies have been extremely 
creative in distributing Start Early mate- 



rials,” said Amy Gifford, a Start Early 
program associate. “They are finding 
ways to combine them with their own 
programs, which helps ensure that the 
Start Early message is communicated to 
the young mothers through an estab- 
lished relationship.” 

The following are examples of the inno- 
vative ways in which agencies are getting 
the Start Early video and magazine into 
the hands of new moms: 

® The ROSE Program at Touchette 
Hospital is giving die Start Early materi- 
als to moms who attend community 
baby showers. 

® The Urban League of Metro St. Louis is 
giving the video and magazine as a door 
prize to moms at their Literacy Fair. 

® The Department of Children & Family 
Services in East St. Louis is including 
the materials in their training of foster 
parents and parent liaisons. 

As a result of Voices’ publicity efforts, the 
St. Louis Post Dispatch and the Belleville 
News-Democrat covered the launch of the 
East St. Louis campaign - helping many 
more young moms get the Start Early 
message. More moms in the area will also 
see the Start Early video on local cable 
access television. 




East St. Louis Start Earty Partners. 



In Chicago, the Start Early campaign 
continues to thrive, with over 110 partner 
agencies - including 1 1 that have joined in 
the last three months. “We are growing at a 
remarkable pace, and we continue to return 
to our current partner agencies to train new 
staff and discuss strategies for communicat- 
ing the Start Early messages,” said Start 
Early Program Associate Brenda Baker. 

Several Start Early partners from 
Chicago recently served as moderators for 
the Start Early Professional Development 
Conference, helping to facilitate discus- 
sions about communicating with infants 
and empowering mothers. 

In October the Start Early materials will 
be taken to moms in Peoria, and in 
November to Aurora and Lake County ^ 
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